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A new Congress was sworn in last week; a new President takes office next week.  What
financial role did Teton County residents play in electing our nation’s leaders?

During the 2008 election cycle, Teton County residents contributed $3,043,429 to candidates
for federal office, and the advocacy organizations which supported them (e.g. the Republican and
Democratic national committees).  In the grand scheme of things, these contributions didn’t add up to
much – a mere 0.15 percent of the $2.1 billion contributed by all individuals during this election cycle. 
However, on a per capita basis, we were among the nation’s leaders: $152.16 for every Teton County
resident, more than 22 times the national average of $6.82.

Our $3 million came from 751 different Teton County residents, who combined to make 2,300
contributions of $200 or more. (Only contributions of $200 or more are publicly reported.  As a result,
while Teton County residents likely made hundreds of contributions of under $200, they can not be
tracked).

2008's $3 million represents a 34 percent increase over the $2.2 million Teton County
residents gave in the 2004 election cycle; the $152 per capita figure represents a 27 percent increase
over 2004's $120.  (Giving is much higher during presidential election cycles – see Graphs 1 and 2.)

Annette and Ian Cumming were Teton County’s biggest givers, donating a combined $200,576
to a variety of Democratic candidates and like-minded organizations.  Interestingly, although the
Cummings are not listed among America’s Top 100 individual donors (as compiled by OpenSecrets, a
campaign finance website), by my calculations they were among the nation’s top 75.

Close on the Cummings’ heels were Lynne and Foster Friess, who contributed a combined
$168,450 to several Republican candidates and interests.  The rest of the county’s top 20 donors are
shown in Table 1.

In recent years, Teton County has swung from being a traditional Wyoming Republican
stronghold to one of the few Democratic redoubts in the northern Rockies.  Our political giving
patterns have followed suit.  In 2008, while the single biggest recipient of Teton County largesse was
the Republican National Committee (both parties’ national committees channeled donations into
presidential and other national races), the next three largest recipients were Barack Obama, the
Democratic National Committee, and Gary Trauner.  All told, Teton County residents put nearly
$700,000 into trying to elect Senator Obama; we gave nearly as much to efforts supporting Senator
McCain. (Table 2)

A similar split occurred in overall contributions.  During the last two years, Teton County
residents donated $1,487,234 to Democratic candidates and organizations, and a virtually-identical
$1,482,862 to Republican candidates and organizations.  The major difference was in the number of
donations behind those totals: 1,263 different contributions went to Democrats; 958 to Republicans. 
(Graph 3)  This 57-43 percent split was reflective of President-elect Obama’s 62-38 percent victory
margin in Teton County.

Although data issues make it virtually impossible to compare all counties’ per capita political
giving, it’s likely that, during the last 2-3 cycles, Teton County led the nation.  In 2008, however, we
were nosed out by Pitkin County, Colorado, the location of Aspen: Per capita, they gave $159.94; we
gave $152.16.  Even with this fall from grace, compared to both the nation and other resort counties,
we were extraordinarily generous in our giving.  (Graph 4)  In fact, during the 2008 cycle, Teton



County alone accounted for 30 percent of the dollars donated to federal campaigns by residents of
the nine major resort counties.  Throw in Pitkin County, and combined we accounted for 54 percent.

Looking at how Teton County voted in November, two things strike me.  First, residents are
very dis-satisfied with how things are going nationally (hence the overwhelming votes for Obama and
Trauner).  Second, residents are pretty well satisfied with how things are going locally (all but one
incumbent was re-elected, albeit against relatively weak opposition).

This self-satisfaction makes sense, for it reflects a simple fact: Most residents live here
because they want to, not because they have to.  We move here and stay here because we like
Jackson Hole – a lot.  One indicator of this satisfaction is how generously we give: every two years to
political campaigns; annually to Old Bill’s; every day to causes big and small.

Our giving also reflects a basic optimism.  Because we like where we live, we feel good about
the world; because we feel good about the world, we take steps – in this case, making contributions –
to ensure things will continue to go well.  

That optimism may be sorely tested during the next year or two.  As the year proceeds,
though, our level of giving may turn out to be the best single indicator we have of how we’re faring,
not just economically, but psychologically as well.

From my household to yours, may 2009 be a happy and healthy year for you.

(Note: Additional information about local giving is available on my website:
charture.org/columns_schechter.php)



Table 1
Teton County, WY: 2008 Election Cycle

Top 20 Individual Donors
(Source: FEC)

Rank Donor
Total

Donated
# of

Donations
Mean

Donation
1 Cumming, Annette $102,760 29 $3,543 

2 Cumming, Ian $97,816 22 $4,446 

3 Friess, Foster $85,400 16 $5,338 

4 Friess, Lynnette $83,050 16 $5,191 

5 Knobloch, Carl $64,900 15 $4,327 

6 Hilde, Al $58,425 16 $3,652 

7 Tessler, Allan $53,150 20 $2,658 

8 Hilde, Jayne $52,425 8 $6,553 

9 Ordway, Gilman $51,000 23 $2,217 

10 Morris, Bob $49,400 21 $2,352 

11 Resor, Story Clark $41,717 18 $2,318 

12 McCoy, Ellen $40,050 11 $3,641 

13 Craighead, Sophie $36,400 5 $7,280 

14 Wolfensohn, Elaine $34,200 10 $3,420 

15 Thurston, Ray $33,100 3 $11,033 

16 Scarlett, W.R. IV $31,750 19 $1,671

17 Sugden, Richard $31,100 13 $2,392

18 Thurston, Amy $30,800 2 $15,400

19 Albright, Joseph $30,525 12 $2,544

20 Haberfeld, Ralph $29,200 6 $4,867

Leading Donors – sub-total $1,037,168 285 $3,639

All Other Donors $2,006,261 2,015 $996

Total $3,043,429 2,300 $1,323

Table 2
Teton County, WY: 2008 Election Cycle

Largest Recipients
(Source: FEC)

Recipient Donors Amount

Republican National Committee 181 $443,360

Barack Obama 461 $356,706

Democratic National Committee 73 $339,632

Gary Trauner 351 $313,350

John McCain 162 $183,326

Mitt Romney 131 $145,650

WY Democratic Party 95 $121,645

John Barrasso 72 $80,701

Cynthia Lummis 74 $79,050

WY Republican Party 47 $55,900

Hillary Clinton 50 $40,690

Mike Enzi 36 $32,800

Major Recipients – sub-total 1,733 $2,192,810

All Other 567 $850,619

Total 2,300 $3,043,429

Major Presidential Candidates

Obama + DNC 534 $696,338

McCain + RNC 343 $626,686
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