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Jonathan Schechter – “Corpus Callosum” Column
Jackson Hole News&Guide – June 15, 2011

Today’s column is my second annual indulgence in shameless self-promotion.  Well, it’s not actually
self-promotion.  Instead, today I’m promoting the 2011 grant finalists of my 1% for the Tetons effort.

In our first four years, 1% for the Tetons has granted $485,000 to 37 projects focusing on the long-
term sustainability of the Tetons region.

We’ve funded some really great projects, ranging from giving hunters free copper bullets to reduce
lead levels in the environment (worked like a charm) to testing whether “artificial mini-wetlands” can help keep
human-produced nutrients out of the region’s pristine creeks and streams (ditto).  To read our dozens of
success stories, go to 1PercentTetons.org.

In our first three years, 1% for the Tetons had a very simple grantmaking process.  Members donated
into a grants pool; non-profits submitted grant applications; and a grants committee of 1% members figured
out which projects to fund.

We heard from 1% members, though, that they wanted to be able to direct their donations to specific
projects.  In addition, many community members told us they wanted to help support our projects.

As a result, last year we created a new, two-part grants process.  First, 1% vets all the applications to
identify those which meet our criteria.  Second, we publicize these “Finalist” projects.  This allows 1%
members to direct their donations toward any or all of the Finalists, and community members to donate to the
project(s) of their choice.

In 2010, the system worked well, pulling in over $36,000 from community members and allowing us to
fund 10 of our 19 Finalists.  Unfortunately, we couldn’t fund all the Finalists, but that was expected: In order
for our members to have a true say in which projects get funded, we need to approve more Finalists than we
can fund with members’ donations alone.

Which brings me to 2011's Finalists.

This year, we have eight Finalists.  All propose great projects – more on each in a moment.  But to
have any chance of funding them all, we need additional funding from the community.  Hence, I’m asking for
your help.  Two types of help, actually.

For those of you who own a business, please consider joining 1% for the Tetons.  Why join?  Because
business is the most powerful economic force on the planet, and can be humanity’s most powerful force for
creating a truly sustainable world.  The same is true locally, and 1% for the Tetons harnesses the power of
local business to help sustain the Tetons region in a meaningful, thoughtful way.

By becoming a member of 1% for the Tetons, you and your business are taking a clear and important
step toward sustaining your community – the place you’ve picked to live your life, build your business, and
raise your family.  In addition, because 1% members also automatically become members of our sister
organization, 1% for the Planet, you’re also taking a clear and important step toward helping sustain our
planet.  1% member Ruth Ann Petroff, owner of Snake River Roasting, puts it well: “Membership in 1% for
the Tetons speaks volumes about our business.  Customers look at the 1% logo and know what we stand for,
what we value, and how much we care about our community.”

For those of you who don’t own a business, please consider going on-line to 1PercentTetons.org and
making a donation to support one or all of our eight Finalists.  
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To stretch your donations even further, 1% has just introduced a grant guarantee program.  In 2011,
1% will complement the support the community shows for our Finalists’ projects by fully funding those which
hit a 50 percent threshold in non-member contributions.  For example, if a Finalist has asked 1% for the
Tetons for $5,000, and non-members donate $2,500 to its project, 1% guarantees that Finalist will be fully
funded.

Here’s a bit more about each Finalist project.  Each Finalist’s full application can be downloaded at
1PercentTetons.org, where you can also make contributions to support any or all of these projects.  Thanks
in advance for your support.

Applicant: Conservation Research Center of Teton Science Schools
Project Title: Understanding Local Implications Of Global Climate Change
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $30,000
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $15,000
Total project budget: $103,750
Project description: What effects will global warming have on the greater Tetons region?  This project will

use proven modeling techniques to produce the first-ever assessment of what future
temperatures, snowfall, and other climate-related conditions will be in the Tetons
region, providing an invaluable tool for scientists, planners, and businesses.

Applicant: Craighead Beringia South
Project Title: Integrated Wildlife Research Education Program
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $20,000
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $10,000
Total project budget: $97,220
Project description: Craighead Beringia South will work with Jackson Hole and Summit high school biology 

classes, directly involving students in field studies of local raptor and cougar
populations.  Students with gain a first-hand understanding of migration, ecology, and
conservation issues, as well as applied scientific study design.

Applicant: Friends of Pathways
Project Title: Teton Pass Sustainable Trails Partnership
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $20,000
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $10,000
Total project budget: $100,000
Project description: This project will tie together many of the disparate pieces of trail improvement work

done in the Teton Pass area over the past several years, resulting in a more
sustainable, better-connected, and better-designed and -maintained trail system for all
Teton Pass users.

Applicant: Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance
Project Title: Jackson Hole Wildlife Conservation Assessment
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $9,600
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $4,800
Total project budget: $25,900
Project description: Tying together many scientific studies done over the past decade, and building on

recently-produced, 1%-funded vegetation maps, this project will develop the first-ever
model of the habitat and population needs of the region’s flora and fauna, creating an
invaluable tool for planners, developers, and all those interested in future land use
issues in Jackson Hole.
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Applicant: Jackson Hole Public Art Initiative
Project Title: Open Air S.A.M. (Science And Art Museum)
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $9,635
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $4,818
Total project budget: $11,906
Project description: This project will fund the creation of larger-than-life models of local animals, which will

be placed at different locations along Jackson Hole’s pathways system during August’s
Bike Festival.  Each piece will be accompanied by an information plaque about that
animal, and the overall project will be linked together by an “open-air museum tour
map”.

Applicant: Teton Regional Land Trust
Project Title: Teton River Conservation Campaign
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $4,000
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $2,000
Total project budget: $12,000
Project Description: Emulating a similar successful effort on the South Fork, the Teton Regional Land Trust

will produce a guidebook educating fishing guides, anglers, and other river users about
the Teton River ecosystem, focusing on the important role the river plays in sustaining
the region’s wildlife and economy.

Applicant: Teton Valley Ranch Camp Education Foundation
Project Title: Teton Valley Ranch Camp Forest Legacy Project
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $6,000
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $3,000
Total project budget: $19,359
Project Description: Nearly 80% of the trees at the Teton Valley Ranch Camp have been killed by mountain

pine beetles.  This project will provide the seedlings to replant that forest, as well as the
educational materials needed to teach forest ecology to hundreds of campers each
year as they monitor the new forest’s growth.

Applicant: Valley Advocates for Responsible Development
Project Title: Teton Valley Sustainability Series
Amount requested from 1% for the Tetons: $2,500
Amount needed from non-members to guarantee full funding: $1,250
Total project budget: $7,500
Project description: Teton County, Idaho faces difficult choices as it attempts to recover from its current

development-led economic collapse.  The Teton Valley Sustainability Series will explore
connections between the ecological, social, and economic health of Teton Valley,
focusing on the relationship between land-use decisions and the long-term
sustainability of the Teton Valley.


