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INVEST: devoting time, talent and treasure to positively impact the community

ENRICH: improving lives through philanthropic leadership

When we invest our time, talent or
treasure, we all become philanthropists
and enrich our community —
regardless of our net worth.

We are a family of funds, responsibly managed and maintained. By providing superior
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donor services, flexible charitable giving options and prudent investment alternatives,
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the Community Foundation helps donors support all the causes they care about at home
and around the world. We help them structure their giving to provide immediate
funding or to ensure stability for nonprofits in perpetuity.
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In 2011, local students received $ 96,500 in scholarships to pursue their dreams.
More than 200 nonprofit representatives attended 15 Foundation workshops on topics
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from the Foundation’s competitive grant funds.

• The Community Foundation holds approximately 200 funds and

•

IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH PHILANTHROPIC LEADERSHIP

$758,700

$195 million .

from board development to grant writing.
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INSPIRE
INSPIRE: serving as a leader, catalyst and resource to ensure sustainability

The Community Foundation of Jackson Hole inspires the entire community to support local
nonprofits and to celebrate philanthropy through an incredible annual matching grant opportunity –
Old Bill’s Fun Run for Charities. The next generation learns the importance of strategic giving through
the Youth Philanthropy program. Nonprofits find talented new volunteers through our
Volunteer Jackson Hole website. Philanthropy reinforces our fundamental humanity and
our shared values, connecting us to what is truly important.
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Respecting the Power of Place:

A Commitment to Our Economy, Community, and Environment.
Respecting the power of our place is realizing that not only are our economy, community, and environment
what makes Jackson Hole special, but being aware that the three are interrelated.
Whether you’re currently a resident of Jackson Hole, organizing a relocation, or planning a short vacation,
connect with the Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce and connect to the power of Jackson Hole.
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Introduction

Jackson Hole Historical Society

Vestiges of the Old West — such
as the recreated sign at right, the
original of which welcomed visitors
crossing Teton Pass in the early 20th
century — are a constant reminder
not just of the valley’s past, but the
modern-day attractions of the area.

Stats may be dry, but they can give important
insight into our problems, and suggest solutions.

Jonathan Schechter
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Few people live in Jackson Hole because they are forced to. People move
here and live here because they want to
be here. Their passion is hormonal, and
it makes Jackson Hole a stimulating, exciting place to be.
But while residents may share a
passion for the place, one person’s
passion might be very different from
someone else’s. And when that happens – when what makes you excited
about living in Jackson Hole is at odds
with what makes me excited – the hormones kick in and we tussle. Throw in
the egos and passions that come with
the valley’s incredible wealth, and you
have a community with emotions and
issues and conflicts as outsized as the
mountains around us.
Which brings us to the need for data.
Few things are as emotionless as
pages of information. This is doubly
true in a place as visceral as Jackson
Hole – just as only the saddest among
us fail to be thrilled when seeing the
Tetons, it’s a sad person indeed who
gets an adrenaline rush from learning
the latest population count or number
of patients treated at the hospital.
But while data is fundamentally colorless, it’s a valuable tool for Jackson
Hole, namely the means for developing
a common, dispassionate understanding of itself.
Of course just knowing any particular bit of information isn’t going to prevent a food fight from breaking out over
a particular issue. But what a particular
fact or two can do is ground a particular discussion. For example, knowing
there are three times as many children
ages 0-4 in Teton County as adults ages
80 and older can put form around a dis-

cussion about the types and mixes of
social services and amenities needed in
the community, thereby guiding what
would otherwise be a completely amorphous conversation.
That noted, the most striking thing
about Teton County data is how very
little we actually know about ourselves.
For instance, how many permanent residents, seasonal residents and tourists
are in the county at any time of year?
We have no clue, for we have no idea
how many hotel rooms, rental condos
and campground spaces are scattered
around Teton County, much less how
full they are at any particular time. The
same is true for things as interesting,
and potentially important, as the number of private planes using the Jackson
Hole Airport, the number of people
floating the Snake River or the number
of tourists who visit Jackson Hole (park
visitation and skier day counts include
locals; people who don’t ski or visit the
parks aren’t counted at all).
But we do know some things about
ourselves, and the Jackson Hole Compass is an effort to gather the most important, most reliable information into
one volume. Underlying this effort is
the belief that the better we understand
ourselves, the better our chances of creating a future consistent with our values, character and resources – natural,
financial and human.
This year’s edition of the Jackson
Hole Compass benefitted from reaction
to last year’s, and your thoughts on the
2012 edition will be similarly welcome.
On behalf of all those who worked on
the Jackson Hole Compass 2012, thank
you for your interest not just in this
publication, but in our community.

Overview

As its name implies, Jackson Hole Compass is
meant to give readers a sense of not only where
the community is but where it might be going.
In that spirit, this introduction
shines a light on an issue that will
surely shape the community’s future.
Last year, this essay focused on
how the collapse of Jackson Hole’s
construction industry might affect the
community’s middle class. This year,
the focus is on the fiscal squeeze facing local government.
Wyoming has no state income tax.
It relies on other taxes to fund its
government. These taxes reflect the
structure of the state’s economy in the
middle part of the last century, when
the current method for funding government was developed. Simplified,
the economy then consisted of three
basic activities:
Going to the mercantile
Raising agricultural goods
Extracting minerals
Throw in property taxes, and you
have the essence of how state and local
government get their revenue.
Taxable sales are especially important to local government in Teton
County. Sales taxes account for half of
town and county governments’ combined operating revenue. That highlights the importance of tourism to the

6

Jackson Hole Compass 2012 Edition

economy: Not only do tourists support
local merchants, hoteliers, restaurateurs and the like, they also account
for roughly 40 percent of all taxable
sales. Among other things, that means
that for every 60 cents Teton County
residents pay in sales taxes, they get
$1 in local government services.
There’s a dark cloud outside this
silver lining, however: While Teton
County’s economy has changed dramatically over the past 40 years, its
government
funding
mechanism
hasn’t. The graph at right gives a
sense of this: In 1969, nearly 40 percent of residents’ income was earned
from industries that levied sales taxes;
today it’s less than 20 percent.
The bottom graph makes a similar point. In 1989, Teton County residents’ total personal income roughly
equaled the county’s total taxable
sales. Today, total personal income
is roughly three times greater than
taxable sales, suggesting how much
faster our non-taxable economy (e.g.,
income earned from investments and
professional services) is growing than
our taxable economy (e.g., income
Continued on 8

Per capita personal income by sales tax category in constant dollars
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Total personal income v. total taxable sales, in millions
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Wyoming Department of Revenue
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Taxable sales are critical to local
government in Teton County.
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Local government employees v. permanent residents (in percents), with 2000=100%
Source: US Census Bureau, US Bureau of Labor Statistics
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W

hen Joan Anzelmo had her first view motorists of moose on Highway 390 to Teton Village, a
of the Tetons while driving over Tog- road where six were killed last winter. She also works
wotee Pass in 1980, “I stopped in my with a citizens group in Colorado that is challenging on
tracks,” she said. “The Teton Range environmental grounds a plan by the artist Christo to
captured me.”
cover six miles of the Arkansas River with aluminumOn her way to a job as spokeswoman for Yellowstone coated fabric.
National Park, “I didn’t have a clue what this place was
Although she has seen development in the valley,
about,” she admits. She took adimportant parts of it remain unvantage of that, however, and was
changed. Among those are places
able to see the ecosystem through a
in Grand Teton National Park.
visitor’s eyes. She would not return
“That range still takes your
permanently to her home on the
breath away,” she said. The core
Chesapeake Bay, however.
resources — mountains and wildAnzelmo saw her daughter, Jenlife — remain.
ny, born in Yellowstone. She moved
“The experiment — setting
to Grand Teton to work as chief of
aside these vast areas — is workconcessions, living here from 1995
ing,” she said. “I still can find quiet
to 2007. Later, she took other federplaces in summer and winter.”
al jobs dealing with fire and special
Anzelmo also finds comfort
Joan Anzelmo
events coordinating. She retired
among her fellow denizens.
last year after serving as superin“I think it’s the nature of the
tendent of Colorado National Monument.
people who were early settlers — the spirit of the
Through her career, she worked to return to Jack- people who came here endures,” she said of the valley
son Hole.
character. “We quickly share that same spirit. Many,
“Leaving this town was one of the hardest things many generations who came and were captivated by
I ever did,” she said. “I have had to earn and re-earn this place. It was worth fighting for.”
these mountains several times in my adult life. I’m so
The park remains the heart.
grateful I have found my way back and I’m not leaving
“I spend five days out of seven in some part of
any more.”
Grand Teton because I can,” she said. “I never take it
She quickly found things to keep her busy, includ- for granted, and I never will.”
ing serving on the board of the Jackson Hole Wildlife
Foundation. The group has played a key role in alerting
— By Angus M. Thuermer Jr.

Continued from 6

earned from construction and tourism-based industries).
So what’s the issue? There are two,
actually.
The first is that Teton County’s
economy has changed tremendously
during the last half-century, but Wyoming’s hasn’t. As a result, there is no
pressure on the state to change its government funding system. That means
we face increasing challenges to adapt
local government finances to a system
ill-matched with economic realities.
The more critical issue is that the
increasing disconnect between taxable sales and the local economy is
coming at a time when three forces
are converging:
Due to the recession, total taxable
sales today are about where they were
six years ago. As a result, government
revenue today is lower than it’s been in
several years.
While this has been happening, the
county’s population has grown. Additionally, due to higher unemployment and underemployment, there is a
greater need for social services
The changing nature of Jackson
Hole’s demographics and economy
means not only that more people live
in Jackson Hole than ever before but
that those who are here are increas-
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ingly sophisticated: wealthier, bettereducated and worldlier. These are people who know and expect high levels
of service in all elements of their life,
including those they receive from their
government.
Put this all together, and the result
is that local government is being asked
to do more with less.
This problem isn’t confined to the
town of Jackson and Teton County,
of course. Governments at all levels
are being squeezed, and the nation is
debating the proper size and role of
government. What makes the issue
notable for Jackson Hole is that the
consequences of tighter government
funding are only starting to manifest
themselves. Since the recession started, the county and town governments
have cut staff and services, restricted
wages and benefits and generally
done what they could to deal with declining revenue (graph on page 7).
Adding some cushion was that, last
year, lodging tax money began flowing into local governments’ operating budgets. We’ve reached a point,
however, where all the lower-hanging
cost-savings fruit has been picked. As
a result, over the next few years local
government will face a choice: raise
additional revenue, or reduce services more.

How might local government raise
more money? It has three options: ask
voters to authorize another penny of
sales tax, vote to raise the property tax
rate or hope for a miraculous rebound
in taxable sales. Given the improbability of options two and three, if voters
don’t approve a seventh cent of sales
tax, the only remaining option is to cut
government services.
Which ultimately leads to a local
test of a national question: What government services are we willing to
pay for? Do we want to let some things
go? If we go that way, what would we
choose? Services for society’s most
vulnerable? The things some people
consider to be frills, things like parks
or beautification work? What are the
consequences of any of these?
There is one other option. If Jackson Hole’s citizenry is not willing to
pay taxes for the government services
we’ve been receiving, will it be willing
to step up on an individual level? As
philanthropically minded as we are,
this remains an open question. And if
it’s an open question in one of the most
charitable communities in the world,
it could be that, in the future, self-reliance will become less of a Western adage based in times gone by and more of
a necessity for successfully navigating
the world.

Voted “best bank” in Jackson.

W

e take pride in being the best at what we do, but don’t take our word for it. A readers’
poll in the JH Weekly recently named us the “best bank” in town. We’d like to thank all the
individuals who have recently opened new accounts with us, taking advantage of our strategic
placement of 21 ATMs and 10 branches in northwestern Wyoming. Our sincere gratitude
goes out to our loyal customers who value our personal service and prompt responses to their
banking needs. And much appreciation to our thoughtful and professional employees who
set us apart. From the ownership, management and staff of your locally owned and 100%
independent bank, thank you for naming us “best bank” in Jackson.

We answer to
no one but you.

www.bojh.com
Headquartered in Jackson

Locally Owned and Managed

10 Branches

21 ATMs

Smith’s Food & Drug Branch
Main Branch
Town Square Branch Wilson Branch
5590 West Highway 22 1425 South Highway 89
990 West Broadway 10 East Pearl St.
732-7676
733-8066
733-8064
733-8067

Commercial Loans

Real Estate Loans

Hillside Facility
Teton Village Branch
975 West Broadway 3285 West Village Dr.
734-8111
734-9037

Mortgage Loans
Aspens Branch
3525 North Moose
Wilson Rd. 733-8065

Extremes

PRICE CHAMBERS

A phenomenon known as “light
pillars” is reflected off Flat Creek
on a sub-zero December night. The
colorful columns form when light
from the ground reflects off flat
snow crystals descending through
very cold air.

The shootout began in
1957, and is the longest
continuously running
gunfight re-enactment
in the world.

Perhaps the best way to understand Teton County is
to realize it is a place of extremes: in topography and
climate, in education and wealth, in beauty and passion.
Here are some extreme things about an extreme place.
Natural World
Highest point: Grand Teton, 13,770 feet
Lowest point: Snake River as it leaves
southern Teton County, 5,800 feet
Highest recorded temperature: 98°F, Aug.
19, 1981
Lowest recorded temperate: - 63°F, Jan. 1,
1979
Greatest recorded snowfall at 9,000 feet: 558
inches during the 2010-11 season
2012 estimated population for the Jackson
Elk Herd: 7,360
Age of the Teton Range, the youngest range
in the U.S.: No older than 10 million years,
perhaps as young as 3 million years
Percentage of Teton County land managed
by the federal government: 97 percent
Acreage of the National Elk Refuge, the
largest established wildlife refuge in the
U.S.: 24,700
Distance from the nearest improved
road to the Thorofare valley, located in
northeast Teton County, the most remote
spot in the lower 48 states: approximately
26 miles

Human World
1990, 2000 & 2010 census count of Teton
County residents: 11,172; 18,251; 21,294
Number of vehicles registered in Teton
County as of Jan. 31, 2012: 34,050
Approximate number of vehicles per capita
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in the U.S. and Teton County: 0.83 and 1.55
Approximate number of elk refuge elk per
Teton County resident: 0.35
Number of recreational visits in 2011 to
Grand Teton and Yellowstone national
parks: 2,593,003 and 3,404,788
2011 rank of Yellowstone and Grand Teton
visitation among all national parks: 22 and
28 (No. 1 was Blue Ridge Parkway.)
Members of the 1920 Jackson Town Council,
the first all-woman city government in
America: Grace Miller (mayor), Mae Deloney,
Rose Crabtree, Faustina Haight and Genevieve
Van Vleck
First recorded party to ascend the Grand
Teton: William Owen, Franklin Spalding,
Frank Petersen, John Shive, Aug. 11, 1898
First party to complete the Cathedral
Traverse (Teewinot, Mount Owen and
Grand Teton): Willi Unsoeld, Richard
Pownall, Pete Schoening, summer 1959
First person to descend the Grand Teton on
alpine skis: Bill Briggs, June 16, 1971
First person to descend the Grand Teton on
telemark skis: Rick Wyatt, June 11, 1982
First to descend the Grand Teton on
snowboard: Stephen Koch, June 9, 1989
Vertical rise of the aerial tram at Jackson
Hole Mountain Resort — the longest
continual vertical rise of any ski lift in
North America: 4,139 feet
Year of completion of Jackson’s American
Legion Post #43 building, the longest
continuous use in the nation: 1929
Continued on 11

Continued from 10
Number of hotels in America that won
both the AAA 5-Diamond and Forbes
5-Star award in 2012: 37
Number of such hotels in Jackson Hole: 1
(Four Seasons)
Number of years the Jackson Hole
News&Guide has been in existence: 11
Number of times the Jackson Hole
News&Guide has been named “Best
Weekly” by the National Newspaper
Association: 6

National Parks
Year that Yellowstone National Park,
the world’s first national park, was
established: 1872
Location of the largest concentration of
geysers in the world: Upper Geyser Basin
at Old Faithful in Yellowstone park
Elevation of Yellowstone Lake, the
largest high-altitude lake in the
country: 7,733 feet

Money
Teton County 2004-2008 mean adjusted
gross income per tax return and rank
among all 3,140 U.S. counties: $90,313
(7), $108,171 (2), $104,840 (5), $126,998 (2),
$142,109 (1)
Teton County’s 2004-2008 mean adjusted
gross income per tax return exemption

(i.e. per capita income) and rank among
all 3,140 U.S. counties: $51,097 (1), $60,770
(1), $58,166 (1), $69,983 (1), $77,655 (1)

Vital Statistics

Teton County 1995 mean number of
exemptions per tax return and rank
among all 3,140 U.S. counties: 1.77 (16),
1.78 (15), 1.80 (16), 1.81 (18) 1.83 (41)

1990-2010 percentage growth in
population and rank among all
3,140 U.S. counties: 91% (101)

2008 proportion of Teton County’s
total adjusted gross income from
“other” sources (e.g., capital gains) and
estimated rank among all 3,140 U.S.
counties: 51%, 1

1990 and 2000 percentages of
residents ages 25 and older with
a bachelor’s degree or higher
and ranks among all 3,140
U.S. counties: 30% (104), 46% (26)

Amount of Teton County’s per
capita charitable giving through the
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole
in 2000: $442

1990 to 2000 absolute increase in
percentage of residents with a
bachelor’s degree or higher and
rank among all 3,140 U.S. counties:
15.8% (3)

Rank of Teton County’s per capita
charitable giving among country’s 700
community foundations in 2000: 1

2000 Teton County marriage rate (per
100,000 population): 30.2

Amount of per capita charitable giving
in 2000 through the Marin Community
Foundation, in Marin County, Calif.,
which ranked second in per capita
donations: $177

2000 U.S. and Wyoming marriage rates:
8.5, 10

1990 and 2000 Teton County median
single-family home price and rank
among all 3,140 U.S. counties: $131,400
(99), $365,400 (10)

2000 U.S. and Wyoming suicides as
percent of all deaths: 1.2%, 2.1%

1990 to 2000 dollar increase in median
single-family home price and rank
among all 3,140 U.S. counties: $234,000 (4)
1990 to 2000 percentage increase in

JENNY LAKE

RANGERS

Help

median single-family home price and
rank among all 3,140 U.S. counties: 178%; 4

2000 Teton County suicides as percent
of all deaths: 6.8%

2000 Teton County unintentional injury
deaths (non-motor vehicle related) as
percent of all deaths: 12.3%
2000 U.S. and Wyoming unintentional
injury deaths as percent of all deaths:
2.3%, 2.1%
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CELEBRATING 23 YEARS
BRINGING THE SUNDAY

the Jenny Lake Rangers and rescue
operations in Grand Teton National Park

"It's a wonderful thing to save
a man's life. You give him back
everything he will ever be. You give
his wife and his children every act
of kindness that he will ever offer
them... When I thanked our rescuer
for coming his reply was 'That's my
job.’ But clearly it is much more."
Steve Tyler, Owen-Spalding
Lightning Search and Rescue, 2010

Park rangers trained in rescue techniques
conduct over 70 SAR missions annually, rescuing
injured or lost visitors and many times saving lives.
DONATIONS:
Jenny Lake Rangers Fund | Grand Teton Association
PO Box 170 | Moose, WY 83012 | 307-739-3606
www.jennylakerangers.org

TO JACKSON HOLE and TETON VALLEY
IN TIME FOR BREAKFAST
EXCLUSIVE RETAIL OUTLETS IN
JACKSON HOLE • TETON VALLEY, ID
and GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK
For more information call toll free
(866) 411 - 3979
NOW OFFERING THE

Both
papers
delivered
daily!
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Geography

At 4,216 square miles, Teton County is the 120th
largest county in the United States and the 97th
largest in the lower 48.
What distinguishes it from America’s
other 3,142 counties is how much of Teton
County’s land is outside local control: 97
percent is publicly owned. All or part of
two national parks, three national forests,
the National Elk Refuge and other land
controlled by other federal or state agencies is within Teton County’s boundaries.
No other county in the lower 48 contains
parts of two national parks. Because of all
this high-quality public land, you could argue that no other county in the lower 48
is as ecologically healthy as Teton County,
Wyo., and surely no other enjoys Teton
County’s combination of extraordinary
ecological and financial wealth.

Private land use by zone type in Teton
County
*in acres
Source: Teton County Planning Department

ZONE TYPE

27

Business conservation

68

Mobile home park
Office professional
Park
Planned unit development
Resort

15

41
3

10

34
5,706
997
59,288

Neighborhood conservation

12,748

Public/semi-public

163

Suburban

135

Total

Source: National Elk Refuge

20

120

Rural

Wilson commercial

Elk and bison on the National Elk Refuge and estimated elk in the Jackson Hole Herd
*Numbers in thousands

ACRES

Auto-Urban commercial
Business park

The wildness of Teton County is its singular feature. This is exemplified by the
Thorofare area of the Teton Wilderness,
the most remote area in the lower 48, as
defined by the distance to the nearest improved road. Residents and visitors enjoy
seemingly endless vistas of a landscape
unmarked by people and their works and
also ample free-roaming wildlife.
Finding a balance between conserving the region’s wild nature and meeting
the needs of the ever-growing population
that wants to live and recreate here was
the community’s defining challenge of the
20th century. It is likely to continue to be
the highest priority in the 21st century.
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Elk on elk refuge
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Elk in Jackson herd

The monthly average high, low and mean temperatures for Jackson, annual average high
is 54.1, average low is 23.2 and average mean is 38.6
Source: Jim Woodmency; mountainweather.com
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BRADLY J. BONER

The CMC Camp, at 10,000 feet on
the east face of Mount Moran in
Grand Teton National Park, offers an
inspiring view of Paintbrush Canyon
and the Grand Teton.
Mean monthly precipitation in inches, by month, in Jackson: annual average precipitation
is 15.9 inches, and the record precipitation in a year was in 1995 with 25.3 inches.
Source: Jim Woodmency; mountainweather.com
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Source: Teton County Planning Department

7

PUBLIC LAND

1980

6
5

Public and private land ownership in
Teton County
*in acres

1964

National Park Service
Grand Teton NP

1969

Rockefeller Parkway
1995

1967

4

1988

1961

Yellowstone NP
Total

307,000
24,000
890,250
1,221,250

US Forest Service

3

1993
1962

2

1983

1972

Bridger-Teton

1963

Targhee

267,500

Shoshone

1

Total

Feb

Mar

Apr

May June July Aug Sept Oct

Average precipitation

Nov

Dec

Record precipitation (Year)

US Bureau of Land
Management
Total Federal

24,100
2,500
2,612,050

State of Wyoming

Mean monthly snowfall in inches, by month: annual average monthly snowfall is 74.7
inches, and the record monthly snowfall in a year was 155 inches in 1967.
Source: Jim Woodmency; mountainweather.com

60 1969

2,700
1,364,200

National Elk Refuge

Jan

1,094,000

Wyoming Game & Fish

2,350

Other

4,800

Total State
Total Public Land

50

7,150
2,619,200

PRIVATE LAND

1985

40
1978
1978

30

1967
1985

20

Buffalo Valley

4,000

Alta

7,500

Town of Jackson

1,837

Rest of valley

63,500

Total

76,837

PROTECTED PRIVATE LAND

10

1973
1973

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

Average snowfall

1971
1971

May June July Aug Sept Oct
Record snowfall (Year)

Nov

Dec

Jackson Hole Land Trust

15,943

The Nature Conservancy

1,904

Teton County Scenic
Preserve Trust

3,182

Bridger-Teton National
Forest

1,041

Total

22,070
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Demographics

Teton County residents by area
Source: US Census Bureau

The 2010 census counted 21,294 full-time residents
of Teton County, an increase of 17 percent more
than 2000.

This is the most current population
count or estimate available at press
time: The U.S. Census Bureau issues
new population estimates every July.
Forty-five percent of Teton County’s residents live in the town of Jackson. Of the others, 19 percent live west
of the Snake River (including 2 percent in Alta), 19 percent live south of
Jackson, and the remaining 17 percent
live north of the town and east of the
Snake River.
In 2010, 53 percent of Teton County residents were male and 47 percent were female. The median age of
the county as a whole was 37 years,
0.2 years younger than the median
age for the nation. During the 2000s,
the U.S.population and that of Teton
County aged at the same rate.
Much of the reason Teton County’s
median age rose slowly was due to the
rapid growth of the county’s Hispanic
population, whose numbers increased
from 6 to 15 percent of all residents
during the past decade. In 2010, the
median age of a Hispanic Teton County resident was 26.2 years, versus 35.7
years of age for the entire population.
Hispanics also account for 24 percent

of the county’s population aged 17
and younger. Whites accounted for 82
percent of all residents in 2010, and 72
percent of those under age 18.
The town of Jackson is not only
Teton County’s largest population
concentration, it is also the youngest
and most ethnically diverse area of
the county. Nearly one-third of town
residents are non-white, and more
than 60 percent are below the county’s
median age of 37.
Nearly two-thirds of Jackson households consist of unmarried people,
and only 23 percent of town of Jackson
residences have children under age
18 living in them. In contrast, county
averages show that married couples
live in nearly half of all homes, and 25
percent are homes to children 17 and
younger.
The census found that 92 percent
of all Teton County residents are U.S.
citizens. Of these, around one-fifth
are Wyoming natives, and another 23
percent came to Jackson Hole from
other states in the western U.S. Teton
County’s population draws least from
the southern U.S., with only 9 percent
coming from that area.

Ethnic distribution of population by area in 2010, in percentages
Source: US Census Bureau

Jackson

Rafter J

Moose-Wilson
Road
South Park

Alta

Wilson

Kelly

Hoback

Elsewhere

Teton Village

Teton County residents by region of
birth and citizenship
Source: US Census Bureau
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Teton Village
South Park
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Moose-Wilson Road
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Elsewhere
0

20
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80

Hispanic
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100

Other

Age distribution of population by area in 2010, in percentages
Source: US Census Bureau
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BRADLY J. BONER

A snow flurry moves in on a crowd
of closing-day revelers gathered
in front of the Aerial Tram’s Valley
Station at Jackson Hole Mountain
Resort.

Relative population growth for Teton County, Wyoming and the US from 1930 to 2010,
with 1930 equaling 100
Source: US Census Bureau

1,200
1,000
800
600
400
200

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

Wyoming

Teton County
Citizenship status by gender in 2010,
numbers in percentages

2000

2010

United States

Marital and parental status in 2010
Source: US Census Bureau

Source: US Census Bureau
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17

17
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4 4
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4

2

Married, no kids

Men alone

Male noncitizen

Married, kids

Women alone
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Single fathers
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Single mothers
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Agriculture

In 2011, 34,674
acres were taxed as
agricultural land, almost
half of the private land in
Teton County.
Source: Teton County Assessor

Agriculture has long ceased being important
to Jackson Hole’s economy, but it remains the
foundation of the community’s character.
With 60 frost-free days each year, agriculture has always been a challenging
way to make a living in the valley. The
challenge did not stop early settlers,
however, and over time they found that
the region’s highly nutritious hay made
cattle ranching possible and, in good
years, lucrative. Today, some 15 working ranches run around 6,000 head of
cattle each year.
In 1908, the JY Ranch opened as
Jackson Hole’s first dude ranch, followed four years later by the Bar
BC. By the 1920s, it became clear to
many ranchers in the area that hosting dudes could provide a more reliable and generally better-paying income than cows, so, between 1919 and
1931, the number of dude ranches in
Jackson Hole increased from four to
22. Attracting well-heeled dudes and
dudeens from around the country, the
industry thrived, and the valley was
home to at least 20 operating ranches
for more than 55 years. Today, 16 operate in Teton County, linking guests
to a way of life that has diminished
from its prime but still permeates the
valley’s culture and character.

Between a global population boom,
the increasing freedom to work anywhere, and Jackson Hole’s attractiveness as a place to live, agriculture in
Jackson Hole is no longer the best way
to profit from the valley’s land. Thanks
to the efforts of the Jackson Hole Land
Trust and other conservation organizations, though, much of the valley’s
ranch lands have become permanently
protected open space.
While far fewer cattle are being
raised today than in the ranching heyday, and far fewer acres of neighboring
Teton Valley, Idaho, and Star Valley are
devoted to potato farming and other
traditional agriculture, the movement
to eat locally produced food is gaining
a toehold in the Teton region. That has
led to a rise in organic farms, artisan
food producers and similar forms of
small-scale agriculture.
As long as residential land prices
in the Teton and Star valleys remain
depressed, it is likely this renaissance of local agriculture will continue to flourish, providing residents
with alternative sources of meat,
produce and dairy.

Operating cattle ranches in the valley, approximate numbers of cattle

Presidential Visits
While in Office
1883
1963
1971
1978
1989, 1992
1996, 1997

Chester A. Arthur
John F. Kennedy
Richard Nixon
Jimmy Carter
George H.W. Bush
Bill Clinton
Source: Jackson Hole Historical Society

Source: Jim Maher, Teton County brand inspector

RANCH/RANCHER

2005: NUMBER/
TYPE OF CATTLE

2010: NUMBER/
TYPE OF CATTLE

Jim & Russ Lucas

200 cow-calf pairs

200 cow-calf pairs

Year-around

Hansen/Mead

200 cow-calf pairs

250 cow-calf pairs

Summer

Pinto Ranch

200 cow-calf pairs

350 steers

Summer

70 cow-calf pairs

Summer

75 steers

Year-around

200 steers
Young/Feuz

200 steers

Mike Taylor

150 steers

Glenn Taylor

50 cow-calf pairs

75 cow-calf pairs

Year-around

Walton Ranch

450 cow-calf pairs

350 cow-calf pairs

Year-around

Roger Ball

400 cow-calf pairs

300 cow-calf pairs

Summer

Bob Lucas

50 cow-calf pairs

250 cow-calf pairs

Winter

500 steers

350 steers

Summer

50 cow-calf pairs

40 cow-calf pairs

Year-around

270 cow-calf pairs

Summer

150 cow-calf pairs

Year-around

120 steers

Summer

100 cow-calf pairs

Year-around

Paul Von Gontard
Jack Robinson
JH Hereford Ranch

300 steers

Lockhart
Gills
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SEASON

200 steers

Summer

Snake River Ranch

4,000 steers

3,000 steers

Summer

Total

1,600 cow-calf pairs

2,055 cow-calf pairs

5,350 steers

4,095 steers

Alta

250 ewe-lamb pairs

Summer

Ball Sheep Co.

1,400 ewe-lamb pairs

Summer

PRICE CHAMBERS

Carlton Loewer holds down
a Little Jennie Ranch calf as
Sam Coutts marks it with
the ranch brand. Each year,
spring branding draws hands
from around the region.
Number of operating dude ranches from 1908 to 2010, with the number of dude
ranches opening and closing during the year, excluding 15 ranches without a known
start or end date

Dude ranches in 1928, 2004 and 2010
Source: Union Pacific Railroad Map,
Jackson Hole Historical Society

Source: Jackson Hole Historical Society

25

5

20

4

15

3

10

2

5

1

1908

1928

1948

Total dude ranches (left)

1968

1988

Opened (right)

2008

Closed (right)

Cattle raised in Jackson in 2005 and 2010

1928

3 Rivers Ranch
36 Ranches
Bar BC Ranch
Bear Paw Ranch
Castle Rock Ranch
Circle H Ranch
Crescent Lazy H Ranch
Cross and Crescent
Ranch
Danny Ranch
DC Bar Ranch
Double Diamond Ranch
Elbo Ranch
Elk Ranch
Flagg Ranch
Flying V Ranch
Green River P-Tree
Ranch
Hansen Ranch

Source: Jim Maher, Teton County brand inspector

8,000

Hatchet Ranch
JY Ranch
Jackson Lake Lodge
Lazy S Ranch
Leeks Ranch
Moose Head Ranch
Moran-Teton Lodge
Red Rock Ranch
Rocking H Ranch
S.T.S. Ranch
Snake River Ranch
Square G Ranch
Teton Valley Ranch
Trail Ranch
Triangle F Ranch
Triangle X Ranch
Turpin Meadows
V Bar V Ranch
White Grass Ranch

2004

Mill Iron Ranch
Moose Head Ranch
Crescent H Ranch
R Lazy S Ranch
Flat Creek Ranch
Red Rock Ranch
Game Creek Ranch
Spotted Horse Ranch
Goosewing Ranch
Trail Creek Ranch
Gros Ventre River Ranch Triangle X Ranch
Heart Six Ranch
Turpin Meadows
Lost Creek Ranch
Brooks Lake Lodge
and Ranch

7,000
6,000
5,000
4,000

2010

3,000

Mill Iron Ranch
Moose Head Ranch
Flat Creek Ranch
R Lazy S Ranch
Game Creek Ranch
Red Rock Ranch
Goosewing Ranch
Spotted Horse Ranch
Gros Ventre River Ranch Trail Creek Ranch
Heart Six Ranch
Triangle X Ranch
Lost Creek Ranch
Turpin Meadows
Brooks Lake Lodge
and Ranch

2,000
1,000
2005
Steers

2010
Cow-calf pairs
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Historical timeline of Jackson Hole
Source: Jackson Hole Historical Society

1824-40 Rocky Mountain Fur Trade Company trappers visit the region;
Jackson’s Hole was named for co-owner Davy Jackson
Mountain Man Rendezvous held in region (Rendezvous never held in
Jackson Hole)
1853

Jackson Hole becomes a part of Washington Territory

1860

Jackson Hole becomes a part of Idaho Territory

1860-80 Government explorers investigate Yellowstone and Jackson Hole region
1869

Uinta County formed, including Jackson Hole

1870

Miners prospect on Ditch Creek in Jackson Hole

1870-90 Sportsmen, including Europeans, travel to Jackson Hole and Yellowstone
1871-78

Ferdinand Hayden led several expeditions to Yellowstone and
Jackson Hole. The 1872 expedition included artist Thomas Moran
and photographer William Henry Jackson. The party named many
Jackson Hole geographic features after its members

1927

1929

1932
1938

1872

Yellowstone National Park established

1939

1884

The first homesteaders settle in Jackson Hole on Flat Creek

1943

1891
1892

Yellowstone Park Timber Reserve established
The first post office in the area established at Marysvale, at the
northern end of what became the National Elk Refuge

1897
1898
1906-16

Teton Forest Reserve established
The first documented ascent of the Grand Teton
Jackson Lake Dam constructed

1908

Teton National Forest established under President Teddy Roosevelt

1910

S. N. Leek’s photographs attracted national attention to the starving
elk in Jackson Hole

1912

Lincoln County, including Jackson Hole, was carved out of Uinta County
National Elk Refuge established

1914

Town of Jackson incorporated
Jackson State Bank began with local subscribers for the initial capital

1915
1916
1920

Yellowstone National Park officially opened to automobiles
St John’s Hospital built between Glenwood and Cache streets
The town of Jackson elected one of the earliest all-women town
councils in the nation

Treatment Programs Individualized

To Meet Your Specific Goals
SPECIALIZING IN:
• Orthopedics and Sports
Medicine
• Post-surgical Rehabilitation
• Neck and Back Pain
• Male and Female
Incontinence

•
•
•
•
•

Male and Female Pelvic Pain
Lymphedema
ASTYM Treatment
Trigger Point Dry Needling
Rehabilitative Pilates

1090 S Hwy 89
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-5577
www.fourpinespt.com
No Physician Referral Required

18

1920
1921
1925
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1946
1950
1953-69
1955
1962
1965
1969
1971
1980
1987
1990
1995
2005
2008
2012

Ed Benson offered the first electricity for sale in Jackson Hole
Teton County established as a distinct political entity
Gros Ventre Slide - the debris dammed the Gros Ventre River
Kelly Flood (the Army Corps of Engineers had assured the
stability of the earthen dam the slide created)
Snake River Land Company formed by John D. Rockefeller Jr. to purchase
land in Jackson Hole to preserve and hold for the National Park Service
Grand Teton National Park formed, including only the mountains
and the lakes at their base
American Legion Post #43 building built
Jackson citizens fenced Town Square and planted some trees,
establishing what is officially Washington Park
Sublette County carved out of Teton County
John D. Rockefeller Jr. suggested that his land in Jackson Hole be
acquired for Grand Teton National Park
Snow King Ski Resort opened
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a proclamation creating
Jackson Hole National Monument, including much of the valley floor
The first commercial air service to Jackson Hole began
Grand Teton National Park was expanded to the valley floor
Elk antler arches erected on Town Square
Jackson Lake Lodge built
Grand Teton Music Festival began
Jackson Hole Ski Resort opened
Teton Science School began
Conservation easement placed on part of the Skyline Ranch
property through The Nature Conservancy
Jackson Hole Land Trust founded
Wildlife of the American West museum opened (later moved and
became and the National Museum of Wildlife Art)
Jackson Hole Community Housing Trust formed
Wolves reintroduced into Yellowstone National Park
Center for the Arts opened
Record snowfall of more than 600 inches
Bike path from Jackson to Jenny Lake completed

Jackson Hole

Historical Society
& Museum

Our History
Grand and Alive

225 N. Cache - Parking in the Rear
307-733-2414
jacksonholehistory.org

A ne w v i e w o n re a l e s t a t e i n J a c k s o n H o l e

SEARCH

JACKSON HOLE REAL ESTATE

PROPERTIES

properties for sale in Jackson Hole, Star Valley,
Sublette County & Teton Valley, Idaho
properties for sale by owner
real estate for rent

Arts

Since the days of the first explorers, Jackson
Hole has attracted and inspired artists. One
consequence is the community’s reputation as an
arts mecca for both artists and aficionados.
When statistics are gathered,
though, the data make it clear that Teton
County has something special going on.
It has about twice as many businesses
and employees in the arts per capita
as Wyoming and the nation, and pays
about 50 percent higher wages. Do the
same kind of analysis for arts-related
businesses — in particular art galleries
and performing arts companies — and,
on a per-capita basis, Teton County has
anywhere from 15 to 50 times as many
arts-related businesses and employees
as Wyoming or the nation, with wages
proportionally high.
Roughly speaking, the arts in Teton
County are between 10 and 20 times
more important to the economy than
they are to the economies of either the
state or nation.

Even a casual observer quickly gets
a sense of the vibrancy of the valley’s
arts scene, with annual events such as
the Grand Teton Music Festival’s summer season and the Fall Arts Festival.
Institutions such as the National Museum of Wildlife Art and dozens of art
galleries are open year round, open mic
nights abound, and restaurant walls
double as display space for the work of
artists.
It’s a catechism among local art dealers that Jackson Hole is one of the nation’s top 10 art markets. Those in the
business, however, will quickly list a
dozen or more communities in that
group. Which makes some sense, because, after all, it’s art we’re talking
about here, not some subject that lends
itself easily to numbers and statistics.

The creative vitality index for the Rocky Mountain states — average score for 2007-09

The number of art galleries that are
members of Jackson Hole Gallery
Association

Source: Wyoming Arts Council’s “Creative Vitality Report”

Idaho

Source: Jackson Hole Gallery Association

Ariz.

35

Utah

30

N.M.

25

Mont.

20

Colo.

15
Wyo.

10
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Total amount spent (in millions) by nonprofit arts and culture organizations and audiences
Source: Arts & Economic Prosperity Study

80

4,000

70

3,500

60

3,000

50

2,500

40

2,000

30

1,500

20

1,000

10

500
Teton
Co., WY

Winter
Park, FL

Laguna
Beach, CA

Iron
Co., UT
Salina, KS

Fairfax, VA

Pittsfield, MA

Bainbridge
Island, WA

Total expenditures (left)
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Wheeling, WV

Gunnison
Pierce
Polk
Co., CO
Co., WI
Co., WI
Windham
Dover, DE
Co., VT
Homer, AK

Per capita expenditures (right)

Arts nonprofits listed with the Community Foundation of Jackson Hole by founding year,
1958-2011
Source: Community Foundation of Jackson Hole

35
30
25
20

TRAVIS J. GARNER

Spectators take in works by painters
Rocky Hawkins and James Cook
at Altamira Fine Arts during the
Palates and Palettes Gallery Walk,
part of the annual Jackson Hole Fall
Arts Festival.

Annual expenditures of arts nonprofits
listed with the Community Foundation
in 2011, out of a total of $11.6 million

15

Source: Community Foundation of Jackson Hole

10
5

11%

1958

1968

1978

1988

1998

10%

2008

Art dealers and performing arts companies employment in Teton County and Wyoming
for 2010, wages are in dollar amounts
Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics

Art Dealers

573

79%

35

16
Employers

Employees

Wages

57

21

2,739

Fundraising

Program

Performing Arts Companies
6

Administration

1,194

69

Employers

Employees

12

Wages

82
2,439
Teton County

Rest of Wyoming
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W

hen art comes with a story, people ing them to create what they want to create, too,” he
connect with it. That’s the concept of said. “It builds on itself.”
MADE, the boutique John Frechette
Frechette learns from his customers about how to
opened in Gaslight Alley in 2010.
augment his eclectic array. “I think that is one of the
Frechette finds it enormously sat- successes of the store: When people talk, we try to lisisfying to watch someone walk into his store and pick ten, whether it’s in person or on Facebook,” he said.
out one of his belt buckles. By opening his own store,
Frechette is hungry to make a living by making
he created an outlet for his glass art
MADE work. And he knows reinand the work of other artists, and
vention is vital to keeping an art
he bridged the distance between
business flourishing in a Jackson’s
creative process and retail space,
competitive market. The store is
between artist and art lover.
never stagnant, in its inventory or
Not bridled by classifications
its marketing.
such as “contemporary” or “West“Things change all the time,” he
ern,” MADE focuses entirely on
said. Social media helps fans feel
connected to the shop even when
“handmade” — a hallmark of young
they are time zones away. “We are
entrepreneurs like himself who are
trying to create a following across
working to plot their own commerthe country, which allows them to
cial course in Jackson Hole.
John Frechette
still be locals in our shop,” he said.
In just two years, Frechette has
Frechette is also involved in the
grown MADE into a business with
two locations — his original Gaslight Alley shop and a community. A trustee of the Art Association, he helps
new outpost in Hotel Terra in Teton Village — and an pick artists for the nonprofit’s summer art fairs. Emonline marketplace at MadeJacksonHole.com. At the bracing opportunity and challenges, he was selected
three outlets, he stocks the work of more than 120 art- to create public art at the new Home Ranch Welcome
ists. Frechette works with artists to expand their lines Center. Working closely with the architect, engineer,
to include iconography native to Jackson Hole, like the contractor and public art administrator, Frechette
bucking bronco and the Aerial Tram, so visitors can made “Strands,” a grid of glass bricks that represents the genetic code of a grizzly bear and a bison.
leave with mementoes of the Tetons.
“They are listening to what people want and then
— By Katy Niner
creating based on that, and those successes are allow-

A Gathering Place for the Community

The Center for the Arts promotes
artistic creativity, education and
presentations for a collaborative,
inclusive and vibrant cultural community.

www.jhcenterforthearts.org
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Economy

BRADLY J. BONER

Diners enjoy the food and ambiance
at Couloir, at the top of the Bridger
Gondola at Jackson Hole Mountain
Resort. Restaurants are one segment
of the Jackson Hole economy that
has mostly rebounded from the
recession.

Here’s the most important fact about Teton
County’s economy.
During the last decade, out of 3,116
counties in the United States, Teton
County ranked No. 1 in its proportion of
income earned from investments. Fiftythree percent of income comes from investments; with 43 percent of residents’
income coming from wages and salaries,
and the final 3 percent from pensions.
The typical American’s income was
composed of 68 percent wages and salaries, 17 percent investments and an almost-matching 15 percent pensions for
the same period.
That means, among other things,
that, when markets were booming, so
too was Teton County residents’ income. When markets began cratering,
Teton County residents were disproportionately affected. Between 2008 and
2009, Teton County residents’ total personal income dropped 23 percent. In the
nation, the drop was 4 percent.
In the wake of the recession, the data
suggest Teton County’s economy has
hit bottom and is slowly recovering.
There are three other basic economic measures regarding Teton County:
taxable sales, employment and cost of
living. What do the four basic types of
economic data say?

Income

In 2010, Teton County residents’ aggregated total personal income totaled
$2.02 billion, a 5 percent improvement
from 2009, but still 21 percent below
2007’s peak. Since the federal government began tabulating residents’ income in 1969, this stretch between 2007
and 2009 marked the first time the county saw a drop in total personal income,
and all was due to drops in investment

income. The county also suffered a drop
in per capita income between 2007 and
2009, the first time since 1983.
Despite the declines, on a per capita
basis Teton County remains one of the
wealthiest counties in America. This
has been true for the past 40 years, but
it wasn’t until the 1990s that the county
began ranking among the country’s 10
wealthiest counties. Since 1990, among
America’s 3,200-plus counties, Teton
County per capita income has never
ranked lower than fifth. Since 2002, it
has ranked first or second.
Teton County’s high ranking stems
from a large number of very wealthy
residents. Using median income to
measure the “typical” Teton County
household or family, it is clear it is far
from the lofty heights of the community’s ultrawealthy.

Taxable Sales

Because Wyoming has no state income tax, state and local governments
are exceptionally dependent on sales
tax revenue for operations. As a result,
taxable sales are Teton County’s most
carefully and frequently measured economic indicator.
Local taxable sales reached an alltime high in 2008, then fell 16 percent
over the next two years. After bottoming out in late spring 2010, taxable sales
have rebounded roughly 7 percent. As
of spring 2012, total sales were around
where they were in the fall of 2009 and
again before that in the summer of 2006.
Today, retail, lodging, construction, and new car sales all lag where
they were six years ago, while restaurants are more successful than

they’ve ever been. All of these except
lodging seem to have hit bottom and
are heading upward.

Employment

“Covered employment” is the type of
job in which workers see their employer
pay withholding, workman’s comp and
the like. Because of this reporting requirement, “covered jobs” are easy to
track.
Much harder to track are the jobs
of the self-employed man or woman. In
Teton County, an estimated one-third of
jobs are held by self-employed people.
Nationally, the figure is 23 percent.
Regardless of type of job, Teton
County is a job-creating machine. With
an estimated 1.3 jobs for every Teton
County resident, the county is one of a
handful in America with more jobs than
residents, a testimony to the imbalance
between local housing opportunities
and local economic opportunities.
Teton County has a disproportionate
number of people employed in hospitality, construction, and real estate, with 43
percent of all jobs in one of those fields.
This is roughly triple the national figure, and gives a sense of why the recession hit the local wage-based economy
relatively hard. All three of these fields
felt the recession’s squeeze quite severely. The local building trades were
especially hard hit, losing 40 percent of
jobs in fewer than three years.

Cost of Living

Conventional wisdom holds that
Jackson Hole is an expensive place
to live. A more accurate way to think
about it is that, if you can afford housing, it’s not much more expensive than
any other place in the state, with food,
clothing, health care and other expenditure categories very near the Wyoming
state average.
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Total personal income in current and constant dollars, in millions
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis

3
2.5
2
1.5
1
Total taxable sales by category, 12 month
running total, March 2012, in percentages

.5

Source: Wyoming Department of Revenue
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Per capita personal income in current and constant dollars, in thousands
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Source: US Census Bureau
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Family, current
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2009

Growth in population and jobs
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Total income by source, in percentages
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Grand Teton Music Festival brings the finest
live music performances to our valley—from
orchestral, chamber and family concerts to
eclectic popular programming.

GRAND TETON MUSIC FESTIVAL
JULy 4 – AUGUST 18, 2012
walk festival hall • teton village
ConCert details at www.gtmf.org
TickeTs: 307-733-1128
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“YOU CAN BE SAFE.”

TO K E E P YO U SA F E ?

Community Safety Network helps victims of abuse find safety, shelter and
hope.

307.733.SAFE (7233)
CommunitySafetyNetwork.org

TO KEEP YOU SAFE?

Free and Confidential:
Shelter | Emotional support | Advocacy | Support groups | Protection and

Community
Safety
Network housing
helps victims
of abuseawareness/prevention
ﬁnd safety, shelter andtraining
hope.
Stalking
orders
| Transitional
| Customized

307.733.SAFE (7233)
CommunitySafetyNetwork.org

Total taxable sales in current and constant dollars, in millions
Source: Wyoming Department of Revenue
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Finding the Right Specialist for your Orthopaedic Needs Just Got Easier

David Khoury, MD

Sports Medicine, Arthroscopy
Shoulder and Knee Surgery
Knee Replacement
Trauma & Fracture Care
Board Certified
Fellowship Trained

Rafael Williams, MD
Shoulder Surgery
Hand & Upper Extremity
Sports Injuries
Trauma & Fracture Care
Board Certified
Fellowship Trained

Peter Rork, MD

Knee Arthroscopy
Hand & Upper Extremity
Sports Injuries
Board Certified
Fellowship Trained

Heidi Jost, MD

Hand & Upper Extremity
Foot & Ankle
Custom Orthotics
Board Certified
Fellowship Trained

Joshua Beck, MD

Adult & Pediatric
Spine Surgery
Joint Replacement Surgery
Fracture Management
Board Certified
Fellowship Trained

Geoffrey Skene, DO
Non-Surgical Spine
Electromyography – EMG
Epidural Steroid Injections
Board Certified
Fellowship Trained

307.733.3900 • 555 E Broadway Jackson, WY
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Tourism

To oversimplify Jackson Hole history, within two
generations of the valley being settled ranchers
had discovered that tourists loved the Western
flavor of the region and that catering to their
needs was a surer path to profit than
raising cattle in a high, isolated mountain valley. Dude ranches quintupled in
the 1920s.
The late 1950s and early 1960s
brought two changes that accelerated
the local economy’s shift from one rooted in agriculture and supplemented by
tourism to one rooted in tourism and
complemented by agriculture. The first
was the growing ease of transportation. With more people able to afford
cars, and a greatly expanded highway
system, Americans were suddenly able
to travel great distances with relative
ease, making once-remote national
parks more accessible and attractive.
The other was the founding of the
Jackson Hole Mountain Resort. Aided
by a low-interest economic development
loan of the type meant to help Appalachia out of its doldrums, the Jackson
Hole Ski Area’s opening in 1965 meant
the valley’s previously summer-only
economy added a new winter element.
Over time, that has made Jackson Hole
the only place in the country where a
world-class ski resort plays second fiddle to summer in both visitor numbers
and economic importance.
The 2008 recession led to two paradoxical phenomena. On one hand, in
the three years since then, Grand Teton
and Yellowstone national parks have
seen visitor numbers growing despite
the economic crash. On the other, despite more visitors, lodging sales are in
their fourth year of decline, with many
tourists unable to afford even the lower
rates hotels have been forced to charge
to stay competitive.
The biggest news about Grand Teton

Total annual enplanement on commercial
flights, in thousands
Source: Jackson Hole Airport

350

and Yellowstone visitor numbers is not
that they’ve been up the past few years,
but that the increases have taken total
visitor numbers back only to where
they were 20 years ago (both parks
changed their visitor counting method
in 1993, making accurate comparisons
to previous years impossible). Similarly,
even though skier days at the Jackson
Hole Mountain Resort have increased
at an average compounded rate of 7 percent over the past 46 years, in the last 15
years skier-day growth has slowed to an
average of 2 percent a year.
Combined with the havoc the recession played on Jackson Hole’s post-’60s
core industries of tourism and construction, in 2010 these slow-growth trends
led voters to approve a 2 percent lodging tax, the first time that measure had
been reauthorized since 1991. The tax
went into effect in April 2011, and, after
a couple of rocky months, it appears to
be on track to raise $4 million during
its first full year, about 15 percent more
than anticipated.
By law, 10 percent of the lodging
tax goes to local governments’ general
funds, and 30 percent is used for “visitor impact services” (meaning that it
offsets the cost of things such as the
START bus and keeping public restrooms clean and stocked). The remaining 60 percent must be used to promote
Teton County tourism, an effort that
began in the winter of 2011-12 with promotions aimed at increasing skier days.
How successful these efforts were is
yet to be determined, with the true test
coming in November 2013, when the
lodging tax next goes before the voters
for reauthorization.

Total taxable sales v. lodging and retail sales (in millions), 12 month running totals, June
2005 - March 2012
Source: Wyoming Department of Revenue
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Visitors to Yellowstone National
Park walk along the boardwalks at
the Grand Prismatic Spring thermal
feature. The feature is the largest hot
spring in the United States and the
third largest in the world.
Grand Teton National Park annual recreational visits (in millions), with best fit line of
-0.2% growth
Source: Grand Teton National Park
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Housing

During the 40 years between the 1930 and 1970
censuses, Teton County’s housing stock grew by
1,495 units, about 37.5 homes each year.
During the 40 years between the
1970 and 2010 censuses, Teton County’s housing stock grew by 10,818
homes, roughly 270 each year. In
other words, during the four decades
between 1970 and 2010, Teton County
added about as many houses every 17
months as it did every 10 years during
the previous four decades.
The comparison points out the
growing importance of real estate
and development to Teton County’s
economy, at least until the good times
ended. Since 1970, the population of
Teton County has increased more than
fourfold while its housing stock has increased nearly 50 percent faster — the
explanation being that housing has
been added to accommodate not just
residents, as in earlier years, but also
those who want to own a second home
or vacation place in the Tetons.
All that construction — not just
residential, but the related but unmeasured commercial growth as well
— has in turn led to the rise of a real
estate industry employing hundreds
of agents, plus jobs such as appraisers, mortgage brokers and the like.
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The future of these industries is
less clear. Ultimately, real estate will
probably do fine; witness how demand for homes in Teton County has
started to pick up from the depths of
the recession. It’s likely that demand
will continue to improve as the inevitable income tax increases at the
federal level and in most states make
Wyoming increasingly attractive to
homebuyers interested in sheltering
their income in a state that collects no
income tax. Such buyers will not care
much about mortgage interest rates;
even when they rise from their current record lows, those affected will
be people who actually need a loan.
Demand should be helped by changes
in technology and the economy, for,
as it becomes easier for people to
live where they want to live rather
than where they have to live for work,
Jackson Hole will continue to attract
more people than it can house.
The future of the construction
trades is harder to forecast. The basic
constraint is lack of private land. In recent years, the only new subdivisions
approved have been the high-end golf

estates of 3 Creek and Shooting Star;
no large developments for middleclass families have been approved by
the town or county since the 1990s.
Which explains the decline in new
home permits. In 1998, 378 new residential units received permits from
town and county governments. In
2010, permits hit a 14-year low of 72
(and that figure was likely the low for
a much longer period of time — good
records go back only to 1998). And
while the number of new residential
permits issued in 2011 exceeded 2010’s
nadir, a lot of the increase was for
townhomes built by the Teton County
Housing Authority and Jackson Hole
Community Housing Trust.
No matter how the data are sliced,
however, the big picture shows that
the Jackson Hole construction market
has been in the doldrums for several
years, bouncing along at perhaps onequarter the average of the previous 40
years.
Barring some remarkable change
in the near future, the local construction industry will experience two
major shifts: stabilizing at a much
smaller size than it has known for decades, and bifurcating to concentrate
on large homes for the wealthy or
remodels, in-fill and tear-downs scattered around the town and county.

S

BRADLY J. BONER

While the number of building
permits issued by local governments
was up in 2011, much of the increase
was for affordable townhomes.

elling
property
seemed so easy to
Devon
ViehmanWheeldon when she
started her Jackson
Hole real estate career in 2005.
The third-generation Realtor, who moved with her family
to Jackson ahead of fifth grade,
returned from Denver, where
jobs for the Montana State University graduate didn’t even
pay living expenses. She got
her license to sell and started
working with her father, David
Viehman, publisher of The Hole
Report, which analyzes the regional property market.
A guest at the Mill Iron
Ranch, owned by her in-laws,
the Wheeldons, told ViehmanWheeldon he wanted to buy
40 acres near the Horse Creek
dude ranch. The deal was worth
more than $1 million.
“That client totally spoiled
me,” Viehman-Wheeldon said.
“He never did any due diligence.
He read the first contract I
wrote, and he never read another one.”
The transaction and the start
of Viehman-Wheeldon’s real estate career came in the heady
days before the 2008 economic
collapse when there were plenty
of sales.
“I though that was just the
way it was,” said ViehmanWheeldon, who noted there
were nearly 800 Realtors in the
area before the crash. Today
there are roughly 470.
The attitude of clients
changed after 2008.
“We noticed how people were
uncertain,” the 30-year-old said.
“They were uncertain about everything in their life.”
Viehman-Wheeldon, whose
pastimes include competing as a
rodeo barrel racer, was also hit
by the slowdown: She had built
a home with her husband, Coby,
before the crash, paying top dollar for labor and material.
The sudden shift in confidence didn’t dissuade Viehman-Wheeldon and her father,
both of whom are partners in
Jackson Hole Real Estate Associates, from sticking to their

Devon Viehman-Wheeldon
core principal: You never put
the commission before the client; you do whatever it takes
to keep the trust you worked to
build with the client.
Through the bust, ViehmanWheeldon completed deals and
gave birth to a son, Brody. According to Realtor magazine,
she had an individual sales
volume of $14.1 million in 2010
on 13 transaction. In 2011 the
magazine named her one of its
30-under-30 finalists.
In 2011, the market appeared
to be finally recovering, said
Viehman-Wheeldon, who is
slated to become president of
the Teton Board of Realtors in
2013. She offered the following
assessment of the market as of
late March:
Investors buying rental properties and residents stepping
back into the market have reinvigorated the sub-$1 million segment.
The middle of the market remains “a little slow,” ViehmanWheeldon said. She hypothesized that second-home buyers
aren’t comfortable enough yet
“to take that leap of faith” and
buy property in Jackson.
The $5 million-plus market,
with its smaller inventory, has
remained relatively strong.
High-end buyers also are starting to buy lots, a slow segment
until recently.
“We’re slowly getting better,”
Viehman-Wheeldon said.
The Hole Report — with its
semi-annual analysis of the Teton
County market — can be found at
www.jacksonholereport.com.
— By Thomas Dewell
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Percentage of housing units occupied

Total housing units in Teton County, in thousands

Source: US Census Bureau

Source: US Census Bureau
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JAMES C. MATHIEU
TIM BRADLEY, CCIM
SERESE KUDAR
RAY ELSER

307.733.6400

172 Center Street,
Suite 200

INCOMPARABLE SERVICE

YOU DID NOT KNOW WAS AVAILABLE

307.732.0303
www.dianenodell.com
diane@dianenodell.com
P.O.Box 7769
240 East Deloney Avenue
Jackson, Wyoming
Licensed in Wyoming, Idaho and Montana
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We Know
Commercial
Real Estate.
Jackson Hole’s
Commercial Specialists:
• Retail
• Office
• Warehouse • Lodging

www.contourproperties.com

Median value of owner-occupied homes in current and constant dollars, in thousands
Source: US Census Bureau
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Percentage of housing units occupied by area in 2010
Source: US Census Bureau
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Total sales and value (in millions) for all residential property
Source: The Jackson Hole Report, Dave and Devon Viehman

2

A

Sandy Hessler

s Sandy Hessler steps into her
new role as executive director
of one of the three affordable
housing agencies in Teton
County, she is focused on securing land for new projects.
In a county in which most of the land
falls under federal protection and conservation restrictions, finding a site for affordable housing can be difficult, and success is that first step that makes or breaks
a project.
Hessler, who took over the helm of
Habitat for Humanity of the Greater Teton
Area in April, said she has formed a small
committee to help identify potential sites
for new homes.
With fewer jobs in the valley for middleclass workers, Hessler said the need for
low-income housing remains strong. Habitat for Humanity is important, she said,
because it focuses on the poorest people in
the community, and lets them pay some of
the cost of a house by working along with
volunteers.
In the last two rounds of applications,
she said the organization had seven applicants for each available home. The year
before, Habitat received 10 applications for
each available house, Hessler said.
“Right now there still is a need for our
population,” she said.
Hessler hopes to build four to six homes
each year. The organization recently selected families for a project in east Jackson; it is slated to start working soon on a
project in Teton Village.
In addition to building new homes,
Hessler said she also sees a need to help
families that aren’t selected for a Habitat
home. She wants to work with landlords in
the county to improve some of the housing
options for low-income residents.
As residents try to find their place in
the sluggish economy, having a home they
can afford remains the most important
thing for families.
“It’s so important to have a place that
you can call home,” Hessler said.
— By Kevin Huelsmann
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Total value of all permits, in millions
Source: Teton County and Town of Jackson Planning Departments
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Education

BRADLY J. BONER

First-graders enrolled in the dual
immersion program listen to a
lesson at Davey Jackson Elementary
School. The program teaches lessons
in English and Spanish.

If the best measure of a community’s emphasis
on education is the proportion of its adults with
a college degree, Teton County underwent a clear
shift following the opening of the Jackson Hole
Ski Resort in the mid 1960s.
Before then, the county’s education
profile roughly matched that of the nation.
Since then, the influx of college-educated
ski bums and other residents drawn by
the resort life has greatly shifted the balance toward those with college degrees.
Today, half of all adults aged 25 and older
have at least a bachelor’s degree, about
twice the national average.
Men account for 53 percent of Teton
County’s adult population, but only 47 percent of those with a college degree. Rafter J and the areas of the county north of
town have a higher proportion of collegeeducated residents than the county average. The Hoback Junction area and the
portions of the Jackson Hole valley west
of the Snake River have a lower proportion. Only 19 percent of the community’s

Latino residents have a college degree;
36 percent did not complete high school,
compared to only 2 percent of the nonHispanic population.
The Teton County School District enrolls just shy of 2,500 students in grades
Kindergarten through 12th grade, a number that grew over the past decade at a
rate slightly slower than county population. Since the Teton Science Schools’
Journeys School opened in 2001, however,
the total number of children enrolled in
all of the county’s K-12 schools — including those of the Teton County School District, the Journeys School, the Jackson
Hole Community School and those being
home schooled — has grown slightly faster than overall population.
To assess student performance, each

year the state of Wyoming administers
PAWS tests (Proficiency Assessments for
Wyoming Students) to all students enrolled in grades 3 to 8 and grade 11. Teton
County students perform better on the
PAWS tests than the typical Wyoming student, although in the lower grades this gap
has closed in recent years. Teton County
also has a much higher high school graduation rate than the state.
Teton County has only two formal
post-high school learning institutions:
Central Wyoming College’s outreach office and the Teton Science School’s oneyear master’s program in environmental
education. The community has hundreds
of formal and informal educational opportunities for all ages, especially in recreation, music and the arts.
Despite the Internet’s reach, Teton
County’s library remains active as a
center of formal and informal learning, and the large jump in activity at
the Teton Literacy Center reflects how
the community’s growing Latino population is driving demand to learn both
English and Spanish.

Total enrollement by school system
Source: Teton County School District
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Deb Roehrkasse

1st-century skills and adaptability are just two of the
things Davey Jackson Elementary School Principal
Deb Roehrkasse hopes her
students will learn.
Roehrkasse has been presiding
over the kindergarten through secondgrade school since 2008. In the 20112012 academic year, the school had
more than 500 youngsters enrolled.
Before working at the elementary
school, Roehrkasse was the assistant
principal at Jackson Hole Middle
School for Teton County School District No. 1.
“The future depends upon our
children’s ability to successfully face
the challenges of an ever-changing,
complex and demanding world,” she
said. “The ability of our educational
system to know the skills students
will need for jobs that aren’t even
created yet continues to be a challenge and an opportunity.”
The district is dedicated to the development of “high performing students who are engaged in learning,”
she said. Teton County School District “is a district that cares deeply
about the success of all students.”
Roehrkasse counts strong community support, small class sizes
and the diverse student population
as some of the district’s strengths.
Of the 2,300 or more students
who attended public school in Teton
County in the 2010-2011 school year,
26 percent were Hispanic, with 70
percent classified as white and a
little more than 3 percent as Asian,
American Indian or black.
The district has an “exceptional
staff that works very hard to create
engaging learning environments for
the students in their care,” Roehrkasse said. “We never shy away from
the responsibility we have to educate
our children.”
— By Brielle Schaeffer
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PAWS testing scores for 5th and 11th grade,
percentage proficient or better
Source: Teton County School District

Number of home schools and home-schooled students
Source: Teton County School District
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YOUR DONATIONS
to the Teton County Library Foundation
make library programs & enhancements possible.
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Teton County Library activity by type
Source: Teton County Library

Educational attainment of adults (25 or
older) by ethnicity in 2010, in percentages
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All across Jackson Hole,

one bank is
proud to serve you.
That’s

Banking is all about community.
As everyone works together, everyone grows together.
At U.S. Bank, we’re committed to making the communities in which
we work and live a better place. As the 5th largest commercial bank in
the United States and one of our nation’s strongest most stable banks,
U.S. Bank is proud to serve Jackson in the heart of the Tetons.
U.S. Bank
185 Powderhorn Lane
Jackson, WY 83002 | 307-732-9880
Jared Williams, Branch Manager

usbank.com
Member FDIC

2012 Edition Jackson Hole Compass

39

Government

The state of Wyoming requires that any local
government that can levy taxes be accountable
to the voters.
This means that within Teton County
there are five major elected bodies: the
Teton County Board of Commissions,
the town of Jackson mayor and council,
the Teton County School Board, the St.
John’s Hospital District Board and the
Teton County Natural Resources Conservation District Board. There is also a
handful of smaller boards for water and
sewer districts.
In budget and number of employees,
St. John’s Medical Center is the largest
public body in Teton County. However,
because less than 5 percent of its total
revenue comes from property taxes, it
takes a back seat to the town, county
and school district in its dependence on
tax money to fund its operations.
The town of Jackson and Teton County both rely on sales taxes for at least
half of their operating budgets. Since
the beginning of the recession in the fall
of 2008, in response to falling revenue,
the town and county governments have
cut back sharply on their annual spending. In FY 2011, the town and county
combined spent a total of $1,929 for each

Votes for president by percentage and
party.

permanent resident within their boundaries, down 36 percent from the peak in
FY 2008 and even less than in FY 2006.
Historically, Teton County politics
have been marked by two features:
Republicans have dominated the voter
rolls; yet party affiliation doesn’t dictate
a candidate’s success. In particular, perhaps reflecting the national discontent
with political parties in general, in the
past several years local Republican registration has slipped from majority to
plurality status.
This shift away from Teton County’s
Republican legacy has been reflected
in voting patterns as well. Since 1992,
the Republican nominee for president
has won in Teton County only once.
That was in 2000, when local resident
Dick Cheney was on the ticket as vice
president; he couldn’t repeat victory in
Teton County four years later. During
the same period, although they have
held almost every other partisan local
office, Republicans have held a majority of the county commission seats in
only six years.

Town and county government revenue and expenditures by fiscal year, in millions
Source: Teton County Treasurer, Town Finance Department

Source: uselectionsatlas.org
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Not a voter yet, 5-month-old Ryan
Flanagan waits for his mother,
Emily Flanagan, to mark her ballot
opposite voter Carrie Hooper at the
county fair building.

Annual voter registration by party
Source: Teton County Clerk’s Office

Voter registration by party and location,
March 2012, in percents
Source: Teton County Clerk’s Office
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Philanthropy

PRICE CHAMBERS

Runners and walkers pass beneath
an enormous American flag at the
start of Old Bill’s Fun Run for Charity,
the annual fundraiser for Jackson
Hole nonprofits.

Nonprofit organizations listed with the
Community Foundation of Jackson
Hole by type. Total is 190; 182 are in
Teton County, leaving eight located
elsewhere.
Source: Community Foundation of Jackson Hole
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Nonprofit organizations fill a singular niche,
providing goods and services that society has decided
government shouldn’t provide, but that the private
sector can’t provide at a profit.
In Jackson Hole, such needs were
identified early in the community’s
history. By the time Jackson was incorporated, in 1914, there were already several nonprofit organizations
in operation, including the Episcopal
and Baptist churches, the Boy Scouts,
the 4-H Club and the Red Cross. As
with the community itself, the growth
in nonprofits was slow but steady over
the next 50 years: Of the nonprofit
organizations in business today, only
21 were operating when the Jackson
Hole Mountain Resort opened in 1964.
As with private sector businesses,
nonprofits are subject to the forces of
“creative destruction,” coming into
existence or going out of business
as circumstances change. As a consequence, as Teton County began to
grow and change with the opening of
the Jackson Hole Mountain Resort,
so too did its needs, many of which
were filled by nonprofit organizations.
It was not until the early 1990s, however, that the rate of nonprofit growth
in the region began to exceed that of
population growth.
The annual Nonprofit Directory published by the Community Foundation of
Jackson Hole is the most comprehensive listing of nonprofits in the area.
The 2012 edition lists 190 nonprofit or-

ganizations in the Teton region, a figure that includes not only stand-alone
nonprofits, but more than two dozen
projects of those nonprofits, as well as a
variety of government agencies.
Along with publishing the Nonprofit Directory, the Community Foundation of Jackson Hole has a central role
in helping match donors with charitable causes. The most prominent of
these efforts is the annual Old Bill’s
Fun Run, which in 15 years has raised
more than $82 million for nonprofits
in the region. Begun in Jackson Hole,
Old Bill’s has spawned similar efforts
throughout the country, including one
started four years ago in Teton Valley, Idaho. None, however, has come
close to matching Old Bill’s success or
prominence.
Beyond the valuable support it
provides to nonprofits, Old Bill’s Fun
Run has become the personification of
Jackson Hole’s philanthropic character. While most of the data on countyby-county philanthropic giving are
over a decade old, all indicators suggest that Teton County continues to
rank among the nation’s leaders in
per-capita charitable giving, a largesse that further enhances the natural and human riches enjoyed by residents and visitors.

Nonprofit organizations listed with the Community Foundation of Jackson Hole by
founding year, 1902-2011
Source: Community Foundation of Jackson Hole
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n the Tetons, philanthropy isn’t just a lofty
notion. It’s a household word, says Katharine
Conover, president of the Community Foundation of Jackson Hole.
Actually, make that four words: Old Bill’s
Fun Run.
The annual event organized by the foundation brings several thousand
residents downtown every September to run — or walk — to
raise money for local nonprofit
groups. People of all stripes
turn out, from senior citizens to
6-year-olds, from the well-heeled
to the just-getting-by, all of them
ready to channel charitable
contributions to their favorites
among nearly 200 organizations.
“One of three households participates in Old Bill’s,” Conover
Katharine
said. “That’s an extraordinary
level of participation.”
What’s also extraordinary is that a community of
about 20,000 has raised $83 million since the first Old
Bill’s 15 years ago. Also eye-opening is that the grand
total came mostly in the form of small contributions.
“We have about 3,000 donors to Old Bill’s, and
2,900 of them are very small donors,” Conover said.
“The median gift is $200. Anyone can be a philanthropist here.”

Old Bill’s Fun Run makes it easy and enjoyable. It
takes place after the summer whirlwind, when people have more time. It’s outdoors, and people get to
eat and socialize. And there are 5- and 10-kilometer
races for those who like competition. For nonprofits,
participation not only free, but a marketing bonanza.
“There’s nothing you can’t feel good about,”
Conover said. “It’s the best reflection of ourselves.
And with contributions earmarked for conservation and
wildlife, the arts, recreation, and
health and human services, “Old
Bill’s is a good reflection of our
concerns,” she said.
Residents can be proud of the
community foundation in other
ways, too. Conover said it makes
more grants per capita each year
than any of the 700 or so other comConover
munity foundations in the United
States. She compared her organization’s work with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in the effect it has on the efforts it supports.
“We have a community with people who feel an
urgency about getting money on the ground working right away,” she said. “They feel they can have
an impact now.”
— By Jennifer Dorsey

The mission of
Teton Conservation District
is to promote conservation
and management of natural
resources through watershed-based
research, education, conservation
practices, cooperative projects, and onthe-ground actions to ensure the general
welfare of the people and resources of
this area.

Teton Conservation District Programs

Tom Segerstrom
Chairman

Sandy Shuptrine

Community

Land

Water

Vegetation

• Recycling
• Composting
• Greenhouses
• Ag Cost-Share
• Alt. Energy
• Erosion Control

• Public Lands Planning
• Historical Aerial
Photos
• Erosion Control
• Fire Prevention
• Wildlife Enhancement

• Water Quality
• Urban Stormwater
• Karn’s Meadow
• Flat Creek WQ
• Fish Creek WQ
• USGS Projects

• Native Plant Species
• Rangeland
Monitoring
• Cheatgrass Control
• JH Weed Mgmt. Assn.
• Noxious Weed
Control

Free Rural Living
Handbooks available.
Contact Rachel at
733-2110.

For information on
historical aerial imagery
contact Robb at
733-2110.

Residential well test
kits available $50 (TCD
cost-shares an additional
$75 of the total fee).
Contact Dan at 733-2110.

Noxious weed control
cost-share available.
Contact Mark at Teton
County Weed and Pest
733-8419.

Vice-Chairman

Tom Breen
Treasurer

Bob Lucas
Member

Scott Pierson
Member

Boyd Bowles
Assoc. Member

Kate Mead

Assoc. Member

Dave Adams
Assoc. Member
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TCD Staff

Teton Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors and Staff would like to thank the people
of Teton County, Wyoming, for their involvement and support of our many programs.
“By working with local people who understand local problems, the best
conservation measures can be accomplished.”
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proof and call Amy at 739-9542 or return via Fax at 733-2138.

Thanks!

Randy Williams
Executive Director
randy@tetonconservation.org
Emily Hagedorn
Administrative Manager
emily@tetonconservation.org
Dan Leemon
Water Resources Specialist
dan@tetonconservation.org
Rachel Daluge
Natural Resources Specialist
rachel@tetonconservation.org
Robb Sgroi
Conservation Prog. Coordinator
robb@tetonconservation.org
Teton Conservation District
PO Box 1070
420 W. Pearl
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-2110
www. tetonconservation.org
PDF PROOF?

Recreation

Four events illustrate the range of Jackson Hole’s
recreational riches: the Town Downhill, the World
Championship Snowmobile Hill Climb, Pole Pedal
Paddle and the Jackson Hole One Fly.
Other mountain towns offer similar
events, but none offers each at such a
high level.
Beyond these events, though, it
is difficult to quantify the recreation
habits of Jackson Hole residents and
visitors, much less how frequently
they take part in those activities.
For example, between 1990 and
2010, Teton County’s population nearly doubled. One consequence has been
more people participating in activities
such as backcountry skiing, mountain
biking, and other wilderness sports,
a fact borne out by the fact that four
of Teton County Search and Rescue’s
five busiest years ever were 2008-11.
Yet while this increase in activity
is apparent to anyone using the “front
country” (the easily accessible areas
of the region’s national parks and forests), there are no good, consistent
and reliable measurements of these
activities.
Instead, the measurements most
easily available and reliable are for
more traditional activities such as
skier days and national park visits
and types of use. Looking at these
data, it’s a different story: Despite
Teton County’s population growth,

national park visits and recreational
use is stagnant, if not in slow decline,
and the once-robust growth of skier
days has slowed over the last decade.
If we assume people moving to
Jackson Hole have come here, at least
in part, to take advantage of the recreational opportunities offered by Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, Grand
Teton and Yellowstone national
parks, then this further suggests not
as many destination tourists are coming to the region as visitor numbers
indicate.
The sharp decline in Yellowstone
snowmobile traffic since 2002 has another cause: politics. A decade ago,
the courts ruled that extensive snowmobiling was at odds with the park’s
fundamental mission of protecting its
resources. As a result, snowmobile
traffic in the park declined by twothirds between 2002 and 2004, and today has leveled off in the low 20,000s.
At the same time, there has been
a near-doubling in the people using
snow coaches to see Yellowstone. Put
the numbers together, though, and
the overall number of tourists using
mechanized means to visit America’s
first national park in the winter is

PRICE CHAMBERS

Rafters run the class III Lunch
Counter rapid during a whitewater
float trip in the Snake River canyon.

down about 60 percent.
Not all recreation is in the mountains, of course. The Teton County/
Jackson Parks and Recreation Department runs a number of parks,
recreation facilities and programs for
residents and visitors. Parks and rec
has also seen its numbers decline in
recent years, with rec center attendance, participation in parks and rec
programs, and reserved field hours
all declining from the peaks of 2008
and 2009. Parks and rec officials attribute this not to declining interest,
but, rather, to economic hardship:
Many patrons have been hit by the recession and are now seeing even reasonably priced parks and rec facilities
and programs as a luxury.
As Jackson Hole’s pathway system expands, increasing numbers of
people are taking advantage of this
amenity, both for recreation and commuting.Similarly, the Teton County
Fair continues to enjoy healthy participation and attendance, giving a
glimpse into the variety of activities — ranging from crafts to equine
events — that are an important part
of residents’ lives but do not lend
themselves to being measured.
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Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Park annual recreational visits, in
millions
Source: Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks
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Steve Ashworth

he demand for youth programs
from the Teton County/Jackson
Parks and Recreation Department is so great these days that
the office “almost can’t keep up.”
That’s according to director Steve Ashworth, who says the affordability and quality of the programs are a big draw for parents looking for a good place for their kids
after school. Of all the trends he has seen
at parks and rec since the economic downturn, that’s the one that tends to stand out.
“Because we’re affordable, the more
tight the community is, the more they look
to the programs we provide,” he said.
From archery to climbing and culinary
arts, the after-school programs are an alternative to traditional child care for some
working parents. Parks and rec plans to
start offering programs for middle school
students next year.
Although his department is struggling
to keep up with the demand, Ashworth
said the situation would be even more difficult if not for visitors to the valley and the
money they bring in.
“The number of facilities, programs
and amenities we have could not be afforded by a community of 20,000,” he said.
“If it wasn’t for the tourists, we would look
a lot different.”
Even so, Ashworth thinks he will face
tough budget choices for the coming year.
His initial budget request is $150,000 more
than what the department received this
year, just more than $925,000. But with
the economy down and budgets tight, he’s
doubtful about how much of an increase, if
any, the department can expect.
“When doing the budget, we talk about
what service do you not want us to provide,” Ashworth said. “We try to look at
things that would cause the least harm.”
He’s hoping youth programs won’t be on
the chopping block.
— By Tram Whitehurst
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Jackson Hole Mountain Resort annual skier days, in thousands
Source: Jackson Hole Mountain Resort
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Teton County Search and Rescue missions and helicopter use
* 2012 numbers through March
Source: Teton County Search and Rescue
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Annual backcountry overnight stays in Grand Teton National Park
Source: Grand Teton National Park
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Annual concessioner lodging overnight stays in Grand Teton National Park
Source: Grand Teton National Park
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Pregnant?

Soroptimist International
“The Best for Women”
•
•
•
•

Help organize fundraising events
Network with other women in business
Meet new friends
Volunteer your time helping
women & children in Jackson Hole!

Yearly Fundraising Events:
26th Annual Christmas Tree Festival
Sunday December 4, 2011
Live Christmas Tree Auction and Champagne Brunch,
with proceeds benefiting women and children in Jackson Hole
and beyond.

6th Annual Bras for a Cause
Saturday, May 12th, 2012
A Benefit for Breast Cancer
Research & Awareness

Contact Maureen Murphy
for more info 541-908-5314
or find us on

Not sure what to do?

When you need to talk, we are here to listen.

Free pregnancy tests
Peer and professional counseling
Community referrals
STD/STI education
Earn While You Learn incentive program
Info@turningpointjh.org
www.turningpointjh.org
307-733-5162
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Annual concessioner guided fishing trips in Grand Teton National Park
Source: Grand Teton National Park
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Annual visitors using snowmobiles and snow coaches in Yellowstone National Park
Source: Yellowstone National Park

100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000

BRADLY J. BONER

20,000
1993

’95

’97

’99

Snowmobiles

2001

’03

’05

’07

Snow coaches

’09

2011

Noah Brenner crests the southwest
ridge of Mount Owen (elevation
12,928 feet) on his way to the summit
of the peak in Grand Teton National
Park. The North Face of the Grand
Teton looms in the distance.

From emergencies to orthopaedics,
cosmetic surgery to travel medicine,
St. John’s Medical Center can help.

anesthesiology findadoctorjacksonhole.org general surgery cardiology gynecology
neurology findadoctorjacksonhole.org internal medicine findadoctorjacksonhole.or
findadoctorjacksonhole.org obstetrics and gynecology pain management anesthesio
general surgery otolaryngology (ENT) family medicine cognitive health findadoctor
oncology/hematology findadoctorjacksonhole.org pediatrics neurology orthopae
ndadoctorjacksonhole.org family medicine findadoctorjacksonhole.org dermatology
obstetrics oncology/hematology findadoctorjacksonhole.org otolaryngology path
living center findadoctorjacksonhole.org perinatology hospitalists dermatology
findadoctorjacksonhole.org plastic and reconstructive surgery internal medicine
internal medicine emergency medicine findadoctorjacksonhole.org sleep medicine
obstetrics findadoctorjacksonhole.org radiology urology orthopaedics internal med
plastic and reconstructive surgery pulmonology findadoctorjacksonhole.org

www.findadoctorjacksonhole.org
for a complete directory.

St John’s
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Social Services

PRICE CHAMBERS

Dr. Rafael Willilams looks to his flatpanel monitor as he performs an
arthroscopic shoulder repair at St.
John's Medical Center.

From 2005 to 2009, 12 percent of Wyoming residents
reported themselves in “fair” or “poor” health.
Nationwide, the average was 14
percent. In Teton County, it was 5
percent, by far the lowest in the state
and barely one-third the national
average.
Teton County residents rank high
on most other health measures as
well. But since it’s a county populated
by humans, disease — both physical
and mental — and other stresses are a
fundamental fact of life. To help with
such issues, Teton County has developed a network of social service and
health agencies ranging from the sort
found in many communities (e.g., St.
John’s Medical Center) to those with a
uniquely Tetons flair (e.g., Teton Wellness Center).
St. John’s Medical Center is not only
the hub of health care in Jackson Hole
but also the community’s biggest business and largest year-round employer.
During the decade of the 2010s, St.
John’s is projecting more than $1 billion in gross revenue. Because roughly

3 percent of that revenue will come
from local property taxes, the medical center’s board is publicly elected,
making it unusual among U.S. hospitals in being publicly governed despite
depending on public funding for very
little of its income.
In its annual handbook, the Community Foundation of Jackson Hole
asks each local nonprofit to place itself in one or more categories. Of the
190 organizations in the 2012 handbook, 71 listed themselves as working in the health and human services
field. Of those, 27 (38 percent) indicated that health and human services
was their only focus. The remaining
62 percent combine a focus in health
and human services with complementary interests, whether animals, arts
and culture, civic affairs, conservation or education.
As with local nonprofits in general,
the number of nonprofits in health and
human services has steadily increased

over the last 40 years, rising from nine
in 1971 to 71 today (the latter figure
includes seven that provided no founding date). This growth coincides with
a quadrupling of the county’s population during that time, giving an insight
into the important role played by nonprofits in helping provide services that
government chooses not to provide
and businesses do not find profitable
to perform.
Which is not to say that government or the private sector is completely hands-off when it comes to helping
provide the services locals in need
require. During their 2012 fiscal years,
the town and county governments will
combine to provide well over $1 million in support to local social services
agencies, and through donations of
both cash and in-kind services local
businesses have also shown their desire to help those who help those who
need help. The challenge will be finding sufficient cash from tight business
budgets and even tighter government
budgets to support the needs of locals
hurt by the recession.
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veryone knows it takes a village to raise a
child, but sometimes it also takes a village
to help a family.
Rosa Terry, senior social worker with
Wyoming Family Services of Teton County,
usually gets the call when a child needs help. But by
the end of a case, she’s often one of dozens of people
working with that child’s family.
“We’ll get a referral, and then
it becomes a question of trying
to get needs met for the family,” Terry said. “We all have
the same goal, which is trying
to keep that family together and
help them be safe.”
Agencies in Teton County are
good at knowing who does what
and how to work together for the
most efficient result, Terry said.
Family Services might refer a
family to the Jackson Hole ComRosa
munity Counseling Center, to a
group home or respite care facility or to some of the
agencies that work to connect people in need with
health care and food. It’s rare that Family Services
is the only agency to work with a family throughout
the case, she said.
That kind of cooperation among agencies is part
of the reason the social services safety net holds up
for most of the cases she sees, Terry said. It’s when
someone with a severe problem walks through the
Agencies (receiving funds from local
government) revenues (in millions) and
people served
Source: Agencies
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Teton Youth & Family Services
Teton Literacy Center
Senior Center of JH

door that agencies have to scramble, she said.
“I think our community has a lot of resources to
be able to provide in-home services and really to
take care of your most common situations,” Terry
said. “But sometimes something will come up that
we just won’t be equipped for.”
Long-term housing resources are limited in the
area, whether it’s for a child needing a foster home or an unemployed adult, she said. With the
growing Hispanic population in
the area, resources for interpreting are also limited.
When a problem comes up, social service agencies usually put
together a solution, but it’s different every time. If the issue is
housing, one agency might bend
its eligibility requirements or
time limits so a mother with children can have a place to live, TerTerry
ry said. When it comes to translating, the Latino Resource Center contracts when
necessary with other agencies to provide translating
services. Should a child need a foster home, sometimes Terry drives him or her to Pinedale, the location of the nearest foster home outside Teton County.
“You make it work,” she said. “Big or small, you
make it work when you have to.”
— By Emma Breysse

Annual revenues, expenses and net income for St. John’s Medical Center, in millions
Source: St. John’s Medical Center
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Transportation

BRADLY J. BONER

Traffic builds up at the Broadway
intersection with Highway 22 at rush
hour on a bustling summer afternoon.

Oversimplified, there are four ways to get into, out of
and around Jackson Hole: walk, ride a bike, drive a
motor vehicle or fly.
No data exist on walking, but the
other modes of transportation lend
themselves to all sorts of counting.
The least documented involves
travel by human-powered vehicle.
Teton County has nearly 60 miles
of paved pathways, stretching from
Game Creek in the southern portion
of Jackson Hole to the south end of
Jenny Lake in Grand Teton National
Park. Since 1996, the county has added an average of just over 3 miles to its
path network each year, with the ultimate goal of having a seamless system
throughout the valley.
The Wyoming Department of
Transportation has automated traffic counters under five stretches of
road in Teton County. Three are on
Highway 26: south of Jackson, south
of Moran and on Togwotee Pass. Two
others are on Highway 22: west of
Jackson and at the eastern base of
Teton Pass. Three of these counters
have been in place for a decade, and
WYDOT counts show that Highway 22
between Jackson and the junction of
the Moose-Wilson Road is one of the
busiest stretches of road in the state.
As befits the crazy quilt of federal,
state and local governmental agencies
sharing jurisdiction in Teton County,
Grand Teton National Park has its
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own traffic counters. Not surprisingly,
the Grand Teton counters show the
stretch of Highway 26 at Gros Ventre
Junction is the most heavily trafficked
area of the park. Surprisingly, Moose
and the John D. Rockefeller Memorial Parkway consistently have similar
traffic loads.
The number of people riding the
Southern Tetons Area Rapid Transit
bus system has been stable the past
three years at around 800,000 riders a
year. Perhaps coincidentally, START
ridership during that time has followed the basic pattern of skier days
at Teton Village. On the one hand,
the community has made a concerted effort to encourage skiers to ride
the START bus. On the other, during
the past several years, START has
not only expanded its service within
Jackson Hole but also extended it to
serve commuters living in Star Valley
and Teton County, Idaho.
Jackson Hole Airport is the only
commercial airport in a national
park. Over the last several years, the
efforts of an organization called Jackson Hole Air Improvement Resources
have subsidized commercial air traffic to Jackson Hole, with the result being six consecutive years with boardings topping 275,000.

Total annual enplanement on commercial flights, in thousands
Source: Jackson Hole Airport
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Brian Schilling

ackson Hole is becoming one of the
most bike-friendly communities in
the country. In the next few years,
a network of pathways will allow
unfettered access from the edges of
Teton County to Jackson.
Officials recently adopted final plans for
a pathway bridge over the Snake River. That
bridge, coupled with a planned pathway along
Highway 22 to the mouth of Coyote Canyon,
will connect the top of Teton Pass and Teton
Village to South Park and Jackson.
Another pathway, planned by the Wyoming Department of Transportation, will
link Hoback Junction to town. And construction under way on the Grand Teton National
Park pathway system will link Jackson to
Moose and Jenny Lake early this summer.
“We’re close to building out the system,”
said Brian Schilling, pathways coordinator
for Jackson and Teton County.
Meanwhile, public transit officials are
looking for ways to move people around that
break from the one-person-in-one-car model.
“If we want to preserve the things that
make Jackson and Teton County a unique
place to live and visit, we basically have to
give people options for how they get around,”
Schilling said.
START buses could play a bigger role.
START’s long-range plan calls for increases
in town shuttles, runs to Teton Village and
buses to Star Valley and Teton Valley, Idaho.
There’s also talk of service to Jackson Hole
Airport and Grand Teton. The problem,
Schilling said, is finding a place for a new
START bus barn and shop.
“To accommodate the maintenance operations and storage of the future bus fleet,
really the key is to get that facility funded
and built,” he said.
The region’s transportation needs for
the next 40 years are “pretty substantial,”
Schilling said.
“To not have five lanes on every road in
town, we need to make some investment in
transit,” he said.
— By Cory Hatch

Nonlocal
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Average daily traffic counts on major roads
in 2010, recorded at WYDOT permanent
automated counters, in thousands
Source: WYDOT

Average daily traffic counts on major roads recorded at WYDOT permanent automated
counters, in thousands
Source: WYDOT
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Region

Price Chambers

Though Teton County, Wyo., and
Teton County, Idaho, are separated
by mountains, they are part of the
same community.

Jackson Hole can best be thought of as one
community spanning two states —Wyoming and
Idaho — and at least three counties: Teton and
northern Lincoln in Wyoming, and Teton in Idaho.

matched in the region and essentially
unmatched in the country. That noted,
in 2008 and 2009, all four Teton-region
counties saw bigger dips in their per
capita incomes than did the nation or
either Idaho or Wyoming.
During the past decade, Teton Wyoming and Sublette counties have created
a lot of jobs, many filled by people living
in Teton Idaho and Lincoln counties. In
2009, Teton Idaho had nearly 20 percent
fewer jobs per capita than did the nation
as a whole, emphasizing both the county’s relationship as a bedroom community for Teton Wyoming and its struggle
to create a stand-alone economy not dependent on real estate and development.
In 2008, the Obama-Biden ticket won in
both Teton Wyoming and Teton Idaho, the
first time a Democrat had ever won both
countie. Over the last 20 years, Lincoln
and Sublette counties, as well as Wyoming as a whole, have become markedly
more conservative in their voting, with
barely one in five Lincoln or Sublette voters supporting the Democratic standardbearer in 2008.

Until last decade’s gas boom allowed
it to develop a more vital economy of its
own, Sublette County was more closely
linked to Teton County, Wyo. Strong
links continue, however, including the
fact that St. John’s Medical Center is the
closest hospital to Pinedale, and Sublette County’s dump is the final resting
place for Teton County’s trash.
The populations of Sublette and
Teton Wyoming counties soared during
the past decade. The natural gas boom
drove Sublette’s growth; spillover from
Jackson Hole caused Teton Idaho’s.
Though the median age in both Teton
counties is growing at least as much as
the national average, both are younger
than the nation. Though the median age
in Lincoln and Sublette is growing slower
than the national average, both are older.

The 2010 census found that more
than 15 percent of the residents of both
Teton counties were Hispanic.
While Teton Wyoming’s housing
stock grew more rapidly than that of
the nation or state, Teton Idaho’s housing stock more than doubled during the
2000s. Due to overbuilding leading to a
large number of homes for sale, only
two-thirds of Teton Idaho’s homes are
occupied by permanent residents, down
from four out of five in 2000.
Thanks to its gas boom, Sublette
County’s median family income has
more than doubled since 2012, taking it
not only well above national and state
averages but within shouting distance
of Teton Wyoming’s. On a per capita
basis, however, Teton Wyoming’s concentration of well-to-do residents is un-

2010 population

2010 median age and percent change from 2000
Source: US Census Bureau

Source: US Census Bureau
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2010 Hispanic population and percent change from 2000
Source: US Census Bureau
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Peers

ASHLEY WILKERSON

Trail rides on Snow King Mountain
are one of the activities available to
visitors and locals on the Town Hill.

To understand what makes Teton County
distinctive, it’s useful to compare it with seven
northern Rockies counties related by history,
economy and culture.

in the group of resort counties. That is
the result of the large proportion of locals’ income derived from investments:
In 2009, Teton County ranked first in the
nation in percentage of residents’ income derived from investments.
Resort’s need for employees combined with resort communities’ isolation
results in a large number of jobs. Each
of the three most isolated peer counties — Teton, along with Pitkin County
and San Miguel County — has more jobs
than residents. Even the most populous
peer county has 40 percent more jobs per
capita than the nation as a whole. The
difference between the resort communities and the nation is even greater when
looking at per capita self-employment.
Over the last two decades, one of the
more dramatic shifts in the eight peer
communities has been political. Relatively solid Republican counties in 1988,
by 2008 they all supported the Democratic
ticket of Obama and Biden. With the exception of Summit County in Utah, all cast
at least 60 percent of their votes for the
Democrats.

Five are in Colorado: Eagle (best
known for the Vail ski area), Pitkin (Aspen); Routt (Steamboat), San Miguel
(Telluride) and Summit (Breckenridge).
The other two are Blaine County in Idaho (Sun Valley) and Summit County in
Utah (Park City).
The big difference between Jackson
Hole and those other areas is the degree
to which tourism in the peer counties
is far more dependent on alpine skiing.
None of the others is fortunate enough
to have two national parks in its backyard, as Teton County does.
During the past decade, each of the
eight counties saw its population grow
faster than the population of the nation
as a whole. Teton County saw its median age grow more slowly than was the
case for any of the other seven. In part,
this was the result of the enormous

increase in Teton County’s Hispanic
population. Only Routt County saw
anything like Teton County’s increase,
more-than-doubling in its proportion of
Hispanic residents.
Teton County has the third-fewest
residents of the eight but the secondfewest homes. One consequence: Its percentage of occupied homes, 70 percent,
is the highest among any of the eight
counties (the remaining 30 percent is a
combination of homes for sale, second
homes and short-term rental units).
According to federal estimates, the
typical Teton County family will earn
around 50 percent more in 2012 than the
typical American family, which ranks
Teton County third among its peers. Lost
in this statistic is that Teton County has
a large number of very rich residents,
making its per capita income the highest

2010 population

2010 median age and percent change from 2000
Source: US Census Bureau
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2009 jobs per capita and percent change from 2000
Source: US Department of Commerce
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Directory
Town Council

150 E. Pearl Ave.
P.O. Box 1687
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-3932
TownOfJackson.com
Mark Barron - Mayor
mbarron@ci.jackson.wy.us
First elected: 2002
Current term ends: 2012
Bob Lenz - Councilor
blenz@ci.jackson.wy.us
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014
Greg Miles - Councilor
gmiles@ci.jackson.wy.us
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012
Mark Obringer - Councilor
mobringer@ci.jackson.wy.us
First elected: 1994
Current term ends: 2012
Melissa Turley - Councilor
mturley@ci.jackson.wy.us
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014
Bob McLaurin - Town Manager
bmclaurin@ci.jackson.wy.us

Town Officials
Tyler Sinclair - Planning Director
tsinclair@ci.jackson.wy.us
307-733-0440
Todd Smith - Chief of Police
tsmith@ci.jackson.wy.us
307-733-1430
Larry Pardee - Public Works Director
lpardee@ci.jackson.wy.us
307-733-3079

Board of County Commissioners
Ben Ellis (D)
benellis@22wy.net
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014
Hank Phibbs (D)
plawoffice@cs.com
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014
Paul Perry (R)
pperry@tetonwyo.org
First elected: 2011
Current term ends: 2012
Andy Schwartz (D)
aschwartzwy@bresnan.net
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First elected: 2000
Current term ends: 2012
Paul Vogelheim (R)
pd@vogelheim.com
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2014
Steve Foster - Administrator
307-732-8402
sfoster@tetonwyo.org

Teton County

200 South Willow St.
P.O. Box 3594
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-8094
TetonWyo.org
Sherry Daigle (R) - Clerk
200 South Willow St.
P.O. Box 1727
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-4430
sdaigle@tetonwyo.org
First elected: 2000
Current term ends: 2014
Donna Baur (D) - Treasurer
200 South Willow St.
P.O. Box 3594
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-7713
dbaur@tetonwyo.org
First elected: 2000
Current term ends: 2014
Jim Whalen (R) - Sheriff
180 South King St.
P.O. Box 1885
Jackson, WY 83001
jwhalen@tetonwyo.org
307-733-4052
First elected: 2009
Current term ends: 2014
Dawn Johnson (R) - Assessor
200 South Willow Street
P.O. Box 3594
Jackson, WY 83001
dawnjohnson@tetonwyo.org
307-733-4960
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Steve Weichman (R) - County and
Prosecuting Attorney
200 South Willow St.
P.O. Box 4068
Jackson, WY 83001
sweichman@wyoming.com
307-733-4012
First elected: 1998
Current term ends: 2014
Kiley Campbell (R) - Coroner
200 South Willow St.
P.O. Box 2099
Jackson, WY 83001
kcampb@bresnan.net
307- 733-7713
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Dee Mahoney (D) - Clerk of District Court

180 South King St.
P.O. Box 4460
Jackson, WY 83001
dmahoney@tetonwyo.org
307-733-2533
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014

County Officials
Sean O’Malley - Engineer
320 South King St.
P.O. Box 3594
Jackson, WY 83001
TetonWyo.org
307-733-3317
somalley@tetonwyo.org
Kelli Fennessey - Fair Manager
305 West Snow King Ave.
P.O. Box 3075
Jackson, WY 83001
TetonCountyFair.org
307-733-5289
tcfb@tetonwyo.org
Willy Watsabaugh - Fire Chief
40 East Pearl Ave.
P.O. Box 901
Jackson, WY 83001
TetonWyo.org
307-733-4732
wwatsabaugh@tetonwyo.org
Christine Walker - Housing Authority
280 West Broadway
P.O. Box 734
Jackson, WY 83001
TetonWyo.org
307-733-0867
cwalker@tetonwyo.org
Heather Overholzer - Waste & Recycling
3270 S. Adams Canyon Road
P.O. Box 9088
Jackson, WY 83002
TetonWyo.org
307-733-0440
jcrecycling@tetonwyo.org
Deb Adams - Library Director
125 Virginian Lane
P.O. Box 1629
Jackson, WY 83301
tclib.org
307-733-2154
dadams@tclib.org
Jeff Daugherty - Planning & Building
200 South Willow St.
P.O. Box 1727
Jackson, WY 83001
TetonWyo.org
307-733-3959
jdaugherty@tetonwyo.org
Terri Gregory - Public Health Manager
460 East Pearl Ave.
P.O. Box 937
Jackson, WY 83001
TetonWyo.org
307-733-6401
phnteton@tetonwyo.org
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Mary Martin - UW Extension
255 West Deloney St.
P.O. Box 1708
Jackson, WY 83001
TetonWyo.org
307-733-3087
mmartin@uwyo.edu
Erika Edmiston - Weed & Pest
3270 South Adams Canyon Road
P.O. Box 1852
Jackson, WY 83001
TCWeed.org
307-733-8419
ewells@tcweed.org

Judiciary
Tim Day - District Court Judge
180 South King St.
P.O. Box 4460
Jackson, WY 83001
dmahoney@tetonwyo.org
307-733-1461
First elected: 2010
Up for retention: 2012
Jim Radda - Circuit Court Judge
180 South King St.
P.O. Box 2906
Jackson, WY 83001
jlr@courts.state.wy.us
307-733-7713
First elected: 2010
Up for retention: 2012
Tom Jordan - Municipal Court
150 E. Pearl Ave.
P.O. Box 1687
Jackson, WY 83001
tjordan@ci.jackson.wy.us
307-733-3932

St. John’s Medical Center
Board of Trustees
625 E. Broadway
P.O. Box 428
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-3636
307-739-7501
TetonHospital.org
info@tetonhospital.org

Michael Tennican - President
First elected: 2009
Current term ends: 2014
Barbara Herz - Vice President
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014
Joe Albright - Secretary/Treasurer
First elected: 2009
Current term ends: 2014
Scott Gibson - Member
First elected: 2011
Current term ends: 2012
Dr. Bruce Hayse - Member
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012

Dr. George Poore - Member
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Zach Hall - Member
Appointed: 2011
Current term ends: 2012
Louis Hochheiser - CEO
lhochheiser@tetonhospital.org

Teton County School District
Board of Education
260 W. Broadway, Suite A
P.O. Box 568
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-2704
tcsd.org

Robbi Farrow - Chairwoman
emyrobear@msn.com
307-733-2862
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012
Janine Teske - Vice Chairwoman
janinebay@aol.com
307-739-0951
First elected: 2002
Current term ends: 2014
Carlen Carney - Treasurer
carlen.carney@hotmail.com
307-733-5940
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Kate Mead - Clerk
katemead@wyoming.com
307-733-5163
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012
Cherie Hawley - Member
cheriehawley@mac.com
307-734-8377
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012
Paul D’Amours - Member
pauldamours@yahoo.com
307-733-8698
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Greg Dennis - Member
holeheel@msn.com
307-733-7421
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012
Pam Shea - Superintendent
307-733-2704
pshea@tcsd.org

Teton Conservation District
Board of Supervisors
230 E. Broadway, Suite 2A
P.O. Box 1070
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-2110
TetonConservation.org
info@tetonconservation.org

Tom Segerstrom - Chairman
wildlifebiologist@wyoming.com
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2012
Sandy Shuptrine - Vice Chairwoman
sandyshuptrine@wyom.net
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Tom Breen - Member
wytsbmule@aol.com
First elected: 2000
Current term ends: 2012
Bob Lucas - Member
First elected: 1996
Current term ends: 2014
Scott Pierson - Member
spierson@piersonlandworks.com
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Randy Williams - Director
randy@tetonconservation.org

State of Wyoming - Legislature
Leland Christensen (R) - Senator
lchristensen@wyoming.com
307-353-8204
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Dan Dockstader (R) - Senator
ddockstader@wyoming.com
307-886-1500
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012
Keith Gingery (R) - Representative
kgingery@wyoming.com
307-734-5624
First elected: 2004
Current term ends: 2012
RuthAnn Petroff (R) - Representative
rpetroff@wyoming.com
307-734-9446
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2012
Jim Roscoe (D) - Representative
jim@roscoeco.com
307-733-5389
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012

Jackson Hole Airport

1250 East Airport Road
P.O. Box 159
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-7682
www.JacksonHoleAirport.com
Ray Bishop - Airport Director
raybishop@jacksonholeairport.com
Appointed: 2006
Clay James - President
Appointed: 2006
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Jack Larimer - Vice President
Appointed:2007
Jim Waldrop - Secretary
Appointed: 2008
Jerry Blann - Treasurer
Appointed: 2009
Andrea Riniker - Member
Appointed: 2010

Parks & Recreation
155 E. Gill St.
P.O. Box 811
Jackson, WY 83001
307-739-9025
TetonWyo.org

Steve Ashworth - Director
sashworth@tetonwyo.org

Pathways

320 South King St.
P.O. Box 1687
Jackson, WY 83001
307-732-8573
TetonWyo.org
Brian Schilling - Coordinator
bschilling@ci.jackson.wy.us

Travel and Tourism Board
200 South Willow St.
PO Box 3594
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-8833
TetonWyo.org
Stephen Price - Chairman
sprice@springcreekranch.com

Grand Teton National Park
P.O. Drawer 170
Moose, WY 83012
307-739-3300
www.nps.gov/grte/
Mary Gibson Scott - Superintendent
307-739-3411
Appointed: 2004
Jackie Skaggs - Public Affairs Officer
Jackie_Skaggs@nps.gov
307-739-3393
www.gtnpnews.blogspot.com

Bridger-Teton National Forest
340 North Cache
P.O. Box 1888
Jackson, WY 83001
307-739-5500
www.fs.usda.gov/btnf/
r4_b-t_info@fs.fed.us

Jacque Buchanan - Forest Supervisor
307-739-5500
Appointed: 2010
Mary Cernicek - Public Affairs Officer
mcernicek@fs.fed.us
307-739-5564
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BTNF Jackson Ranger District
25 Rosencrans Lane
P.O. Box 1689
Jackson, WY 83001
307-739-5500

Dale Deiter - District Ranger
ddeiter@fs.fed.us

BNTF Buffalo Ranger District
Highway 26/287
P.O. Box 278
Moran, WY 83013
307-543-3900

Thomas Matza - District Ranger
tmatza@fs.fed.us

National Elk Refuge

675 East Broadway
P.O. Box 510
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-9212
www.fws.gov/nationalelkrefuge/
nationalelkrefuge@fws.gov
Steve Kallin - Refuge Manager
Appointed: June 2007
Lori Iverson - Spokeswoman
Lori_Iverson@fws.gov

Yellowstone National Park

P.O. Box 168
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
307-344-7381
www.nps.gov/yell/
yell_visitor_service@nps.gov
Dan Wenk - Superintendent
yell_superintendent@nps.gov
Appointed: 2011
Al Nash - Public Affairs Officer
307-344-2010
Al_Nash@nps.gov

Wyoming Game and Fish
Jackson Regional Office

420 North Cache
P.O. Box 67
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-2321
gf.state.wy.us/admin/regional/jackson.asp
Tim Fuchs - Regional Supervisor
tim.fuchs@wgf.state.wy.us
Appointed: 2008
Mark Gocke - Public Information
Specialist
Mark.Gocke@wgf.state.wy.us

Caribou-Targhee National Forest
1405 Hollipark Drive
Idaho Falls, ID 83401
208-524-7500
fs.usda.gov/ctnf

Brent Larson - Supervisor

Shoshone National Forest
808 Meadow Lane Ave.
Cody, WY 82414

307-527-6241
nps.gov/shoshone
Joe Alexander - Supervisor

Wyoming Executive Branch
State Capitol
200 West 24th St.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Matt Mead - (R) - Governor
307-777-7434
governor.wy.gov
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Max Maxfield - (R) - Secretary of State
307-777-7378
soswy.state.wy.us
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014
Cynthia Cloud - (R) - Auditor
307-777-7831
saowy.state.wy.us
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014
Joe Meyer - (R) - Treasurer
307-777-7408
treasurer.state.wy.us
First elected: 2006
Current term ends: 2014
Cindy Hill - (R) - Superintendent of
Public Instruction
307-777-7690
edu.wyoming.gov
First elected: 2010
Current term ends: 2014

U.S. Legislators
John Barrasso - (R) - U.S. Senator
307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
barrasso.senate.gov
202-224-6441
866-235-9553
First elected: 2007
Current term ends: 2012
Mike Enzi - (R) - U.S. Senator
379A Senate Russell Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
1110 Maple Way, Suite G
P.O. Box 12470
Jackson, WY 83002
enzi.senate.gov
202-224-3424
307-739-9507
888-250-1879
First elected: 1996
Current term ends: 2014
Cynthia Lummis - (R)
U.S. Representative
113 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
lummis.house.gov
202-225-2311
888-879-3599
First elected: 2008
Current term ends: 2012

our aSSoCIaTES arE proud To SupporT...
Jackson Elementary School
Rotary Club
Children’s Learning Center
Jackson Hole Little League
Grand Teton Music Festival
St. John’s Medical Center Foundation
Jackson Hole Air
Old Bill’s Fun Run
Community Safety Network
Jackson Hole Fire EMS
DIRT
START Bus
Teton Village Special Fire District
Santa Fund
Art Association
Old Wilson School Community Center
Teton County Library
Jackson Hole Land Trust
Curran Seeley Foundation

Community Foundation
Grand Teton National Park Foundation
Teton Mentor
Friends of the Teton River
Teton Valley Community School
Teton Science School
Teton Roosevelt Conservation Partners
NOLS
Trout Unlimited
Teton County Housing Trust
CLIMB Wyoming
CCP
Planning Commission
Jackson Hole Ski and Snowboard Club
Transcendental Meditation Center
of Jackson Hole
Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce
Teton Literacy
American Cancer Society

Animal Adoption Center
Education for Our Future
Jackson Hole Therapeutic
Riding Association
Stomping the Divots
Jackson Hole Community Orchestra
Habitat for Humanity
Teton Valley Trails and Pathways
Mountain Bike Festival
Teton County, ID Planning Committee
Elks Club
PAWS of Jackson Hole
Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance
Off Square Theater
Jackson Hole Lacrosse Club
Jackson Hole Historical Society
BRAVO for GTMF
Development Committee for
Center for the Arts

Jackson Hole Youth Hockey
Wilson Elementary School
Adventure Archery
Camp Living Water
Jackson Hole Historical Museum
Teton Youth and Family Services
Tutoring for Kids
Winter Sports School
Upward Basketball and Cheerleading
Boy Scouts
G.A.P.
Jackson Hole Amateur Radio Club
Community Entry Service
Kiwanis
Dancer’s Workshop
Jackson Hole Children’s Museum
Teton County Community Mental
Health Center

JACKSON HOLE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
185 W. Broadway Jackson, WY 83001 |

888.733.9009 www.jhsir.com

®,™ and SM are licensed trademarks to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Jackson Hole Sotheby’s International Realty is Independently Owned and Operated.

Become a part
Breathe in the relief of Jackson Hole.

Immerse yourself in the sanctuary of Jackson Hole.
Mercedes Huﬀ, Mindy White and Molly Hawks deliver
unparalleled service with an easy going approach.
Let them ﬁnd your perfect Jackson Hole location.
MERCEDES HUFF Associate Broker
mercedeshuﬀ.com phone 307.690.9000

Wyoming is the #1 Tax friendly state. Call for more information.

