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Article 1, Section 2 of the Constitution requires the government to count the number of people living in
the United States every 10 years.

In recent times, though, it’s become apparent that a once-a-decade census is not keeping up with the
rapidly-changing nature of the country.  As a result, to supplement the decennial count, the Census Bureau
has begun doing the annual American Community Survey (ACS), which uses statistical sampling techniques
to create an annual snapshot of the nation, each state and county, and larger cities.

While not pretending to match the decennial Census in its accuracy, the ACS does provide a variety
of social, economic, and demographic data useful for governments, businesses, and individuals interested in
understanding their communities.  Today, I’ll offer up a few recently-released ACS findings in which Teton
County ranks among the highest or lowest of America’s 3,142 counties.

Before diving in, I need to offer two data-dweeb caveats.

First, these data represent an average for the years 2005-2009.  As a result, they don’t fully capture
the consequences of the recession.

Second, while these data are interesting, they are by no means definitive.  There are a variety of
reasons for this, the most important of which is that statistical sampling techniques work best with bigger
populations.  That’s why surveys of 500 people can offer a more accurate snapshot of the United States’ 300
million residents than of Teton County’s 20,000 residents.  This doesn’t make intuitive sense, but you’ll have
to trust me on this one.

Onto the findings.

Median Home Value

Teton County’s median home value of $704,700 ranks us seventh in the nation.  Ahead of us are
Nantucket MA, Marin CA, New York NY, San Mateo CA, San Francisco, CA, and Pitkin CO.

Median Monthly Housing Costs for Owner-Occupied Housing Units With a Mortgage 

As befits expensive housing, it costs the median Teton County resident holding a mortgage $2,265
each month to pay for that mortgage and other basic home costs.  This ranks us 57  in the nation (top 2th

percent), and makes the median cost of owning a home here higher than in any other resort county in the
nation.  Also than in any other county in a non-coastal state.

Median Family Income

With a median family income of $90,325, Teton County ranks 58  nationally (top 2 percent), first inth

Wyoming, and third among resort counties.  As is true in most counties, our median family income is
significantly higher than our median household income of $67,073.  In fact, the discrepancy between our
median family and household incomes ranks us in the top 10 percent of all counties in the US, a function of
the wage gap between houses filled with families and those filled with skids.

Interestingly, coming in ninth in the nation in the discrepancy between family and household incomes
is Albany County, the location of the University of Wyoming.  In this and many other ways, Teton County
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resembles a college town.

Residents Working Outside County of Residence

Only 34 counties in the country have a smaller percentage of their population commuting to work
outside of their county than does Teton, Wyoming.  And of those 34, 21 are in either Alaska or Hawaii, where
it ain’t easy to get anywhere.

Of note, Campbell County, Wyoming ranks 19  on this list – no need to go elsewhere for jobs in thatth

carbon-rich portion of the state.

Residents with a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

49.5 percent of Teton County’s adults aged 25 and older have at least a bachelor’s degree, ranking
us 23  in the nation (top 1 percent).  In comparison, Pitkin County, Colorado (the home of Aspen) ranksrd

fourth, with 59.1 percent of its residents holding at least a bachelor’s degree.  

In Wyoming, Albany County (48.8 percent) barely trails Teton, but no other county has a higher
percentage than the US average of 27.5 percent (Sublette County runs a distant third at 26.2 percent;
Campbell, Platte, and Sweetwater tie for last at 16.9 percent).

Percent of the Native Population Born in their State of Residence

There’s some reality to the joke that no one is actually from Jackson Hole.  Only 23 percent of Teton
County’s residents were born in the state of Wyoming, which means some lower, unknown percentage of us
were actually born in Jackson Hole.  23 percent puts us in 10 -from-last place nationally (bottom 1 percent),th

leading only three counties in Nevada, two in Florida, and one each in Arizona, Nebraska, Nevada, and
Pennsylvania.

Across America’s 3,140 counties, 67 percent of folks currently live in the same state in which they
were born; in Wyoming, the percentage is 43.

When the Census Bureau finally releases the complete data from the 2010 Census, the numbers will
likely change in these and other categories.  What won’t change is the fact that, in a variety of ways, Jackson
Hole is exceptional among America’s 3,000+ counties.

Table 1
Teton County, WY: Socio-Economic Indicators

Values, Ranks, and Percentiles (2005-2008 Average)
(Source: Census Bureau American Community Survey 2009)

Value
Rank

(among America’s 3,142 counties)
Percentile

Median Home Value $704,700 7 1%

Median Monthly Housing Costs
to Owner wi a Mortgage

$2,265 57 2%

Median Family Income $90,326 58 2%

% of Residents Commuting Out
of County for Work

3.2% 3,109 99%

% of Adults w/ Bachelors Degree 49.5% 23 1%

% of Residents Born in State of
Residence

23.0% 3,134 98%
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Table 2

Teton County, WY v. Similar Counties: Socio-Economic Indicators

(Source: Census Bureau American Community Survey 2009)

Teton

WY
US

Eagle

CO

Pitkin

CO

Routt

CO

San

M iguel

CO

Summit

CO

Blaine

ID

Teton

ID

Summit

UT

% of Residents

Commuting Out

of County for

Work

3.2% 27.4% 16.4% 12.0% 4.9% 5.5% 9.4% 3.6% 38.9% 28.5%

M edian Home

Value
$704,700 $185,400 $490,400 $717,700 $417,100 $500,800 $450,700 $501,300 $289,900 $457,500

% of Adults w/

Bachelors Degree
49.5% 27.5% 47.0% 59.1% 46.9% 45.9% 48.9% 40.7% 27.9% 48.2%

M edian Family

Income
$90,326 $62,363 $79,626 $98,159 $76,209 $80,179 $84,344 $72,833 $54,966 $94,198

M edian M onthly

Housing Costs to

Owner wi a

M ortgage

$2,265 $1,486 $2,067 $2,015 $1,815 $1,999 $1,898 $1,820 $1,636 $1,976

% of Residents

Born in State of

Residence

23.0% 67.3% 36.4% 26.8% 38.7% 30.6% 29.4% 37.3% 33.4% 47.4%


