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Jonathan Schechter – “Corpus Callosum” Column
Jackson Hole News&Guide – February 9, 2011

With Valentine’s Day coming up, a young man’s fancy turns to love.  But what kind of chance does a
young man in Jackson Hole have of finding romance?

Yup.  To celebrate Valentine’s Day, it’s time to explore “The Ratio.”

Just as conventional wisdom holds that no one is actually from Jackson Hole, so too does it hold that
there are about 147 single guys for every single woman.  Things are not quite that bad (if you’re a guy) or
that good (if you’re a woman), but data suggest there’s something to the concept of “The Ratio.”

To supplement its decennial Census, count, the Census Bureau has recently begun doing an annual
American Community Survey (ACS), which uses statistical sampling to create an annual snapshot of the
nation, each state and county, and larger cities.  Among the things measured by the ACS is marital status by
age.  These data form the basis of today’s column.

(Note: this analysis of “The Ratio” makes two fundamental assumptions: that everyone is
heterosexual, and that everyone who is single should be considered as a possible romantic partner.  Both
assumptions are false of course, but the data don’t allow me to correct either.)

Graph 1 shows the total number of men and
women, ages 20 and older, living in Teton County;
Graph 2 breaks those groups into the number who are
married and single.

Curiously, there are slightly more married men
than married women, which is either a function of a
couple of hundred local women having multiple
husbands or, less interestingly, men living in Teton
County while their families are elsewhere.

The numbers are wildly imbalanced, however,
when we look at the number of single men versus the
number of single women.  As Graph 2 shows, there are
about as many single men ages 20-34 as there are
single women ages 20-54.  Cougar city.

To calculate “The Ratio,” I simplified things by
combining the four basic categories of being single –
never married, separated, divorced, and widowed.  I
also focused on the three younger age groups: 20-34,
35-44, and 45-54.

Do this, and you get Teton County’s “Ratio” of
59 percent men to 41 percent women.

The data can be broken down in a couple of
additional ways.  One is to look at the three age groups
individually.
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For ages 20-34, Teton County’s “Ratio” is 61
percent men to 39 percent women.  In comparison, for
the United States as a whole “The Ratio” is 54 percent
men to 46 percent women.

For ages 35-44, “The Ratio” is 55 percent men
to 45 percent women.  For the United States, it’s 50/50.

For ages 45-54, “The Ratio” is 50 percent men
to 50 percent women.  For the United States, it’s the
same: 50/50.

The other way to break down the data is to
compare the situation in Teton County to that in other
Rocky Mountain resort counties, including our
neighbors in Teton County, Idaho.  Graphs 3-6 show
these results. 

Graph 3 looks at the ratio for single men and
women ages 20-54.  In comparison to other norther
Rockies ski towns, Teton County’s 59 percent male v.
41 percent female is about middle of the pack.  For
females, the place to be is Summit County, Colorado,
which turns the Beach Boys on their head by having
two boys for every girl.

Graphs 4-6 break the data into tighter age
groups: 20-34; 35-44; and 45-54.  There are two basic
take-aways.

One is that, from a numerical perspective,
compared to other Rocky Mountain ski towns, single
guys in Jackson Hole actually have it pretty good.  It’s
toughest for them at the younger years, but the odds
improve as they age.

The other is that, from the female perspective,
the issue is not so much quantity but quality.  Talking to
a single female friend of mine in San Miguel County,
Colorado – home of Telluride and one of the most
female-scarce ski towns in the region – she wistfully
sighed that “my odds may be good, but the goods are
definitely odd.”

Here are two other interesting nuggets from the
ACS data, both relating to what happens once people
step over the marital threshold.

One is that, whatever else they may be doing,
the women of Jackson Hole aren’t having many babies. 
During the period 2005-2009, only 15 out of 1,000
Teton County women ages 15-50 gave birth, ranking us 65 -lowest of all counties in the nation (the 3th rd
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percentile). Nationally, the average was 56 women out
of 1,000; in Wyoming it was 59.  

In fact, in Wyoming, only Niobrara County had a
lower birth rate than ours: theirs was 8 births per 1000
women.  And Niobrara’s low birth rate can be attributed
to the fact that it’s both the least-populous and second-
oldest county in Wyoming, with a median age of 46
years.  In contrast, Teton County has a booming
population and one of the state’s youngest median
ages at 35 years.

The other interesting fact – and this truly shocks
me – is that a Teton County has a lower percentage of
divorced residents than does the nation as a whole.  A
lower percentage of divorced males.  And divorced
females.  And adults as a whole.

The same is true for most of the other resort communities in the northern Rockies.

This isn’t to say we have a lower divorce rate: I doubt we do, but can’t say for sure, because there are
no easily-obtainable data on county-specific divorce rates.  But unless statistical sampling has produced
some very skewed data, we clearly have a lower percentage of currently-divorced residents than does the
nation as a whole.

The reason, I suspect, is that isolated resort communities aren’t terribly easy places to live for those
who are divorced, particularly for those who have children.  Regardless of the reasons, though, we sure don’t
live our lives like most other places in the country.

Happy Valentine’s Day.

Table 1
United States, Teton County WY & Other Northern Rockies

Resort Communities:
Percentage of Residents, Aged 20 and Older,

Who Are Currently Divorced
(Source: Census Bureau)

All Males 20+ All Females 20+ All Adults 20+

Teton WY 9.4% 10.9% 10.1%

United States 10.1% 12.7% 11.4%

Summit UT 7.8% 9.3% 8.5%

Teton ID 8.0% 10.9% 9.4%

Eagle CO 8.3% 10.9% 9.5%

San Miguel CO 8.3% 12.9% 10.4%

Routt CO 10.0% 11.1% 10.5%

Summit CO 11.5% 9.9% 10.8%

Pitkin CO 11.2% 13.6% 12.3%

Blaine ID 12.9% 15.5% 14.2%
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